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Table 5-4 Unabsorbed Residential Land Depletion, Foothills County (2025 – 2045) – Low, Baseline, and 
High Scenarios (0.2 UPA, Country Residential), and Alternative Baseline Scenario (3 UPA, 
Residential Community/Multi-Family) 

Year 

Low Baseline High Baseline (High Density) 

Unabsorbed Gross Country Residential Acres 

Remaining 

Unabsorbed Gross Residential 

Community/Multi-Family Acres Remaining 

2025  481   481   481   1,515  

2026  -     -     -     1,475  

2027  -     -     -     1,425  

2028  -     -     -     1,365  

2029  -     -     -     1,335  

2030  -     -     -     1,285  

2031  -     -     -     1,245  

2032  -     -     -     1,185  

2033  -     -     -     1,125  

2034  -     -     -     1,065  

2035  -     -     -     995  

2036  -     -     -     925  

2037  -     -     -     845  

2038  -     -     -     765  

2039  -     -     -     685  

2040  -     -     -     615  

2041  -     -     -     525  

2042  -     -     -     445  

2043  -     -     -     375  

2044  -     -     -     305  

2045  -     -     -     235  

5.3.2 Non-Residential Land 

Future non-residential land needs in the County were estimated based on job growth projected to take place 

within the County. Using projected employment of County residents, the number of jobs hosted within the County 

in a given year was estimated by adjusting for the following factors based on historical census data: 

• The proportion of employed persons who work at home by NAICS sector: The COVID-19 pandemic prompted 

a variety of public health measures that restricted public gatherings and the ability of employees to work in the 
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office. The 2021 census data reflect the work from home trend brought about by the pandemic, with roughly 

35% of employees living in the County working from home as compared to just 21% in 2016 (Statistics 

Canada 2016, 2021). Following the lift in public health restrictions many employees returned to the office, but 

it is expected that many workers will continue to work from home to a larger degree than before the 

pandemic. As such, we assume the proportion of employed persons who work at home in the County to be 

the average of 2016 and 2021 census data (roughly 28% overall). 

• The proportion of employed persons who do not have a fixed workplace or who work outside of Canada by 

NAICS sector: Again, we assume these proportions to be the average of 2016 and 2021 census data. 

• The commuting patterns of employed persons travelling in and out of the County by NAICS subsector: We 

assume commuting patterns of employed residents of the County and surrounding municipalities based on 

2021 census data. The ratio of out-commuters to in-commuters stays constant over the forecast. 

Given these assumptions, it is estimated that the County has a relatively low employment density of roughly 11 

jobs per gross non-residential acre.  

By 2045, it is projected that the County will host between 13,630 and 15,390 gross acres of non-residential land 

across low, baseline, and high growth scenarios (Figure 5-8).  

Figure 5-8 Non-Residential Land Projections, Foothills County (2025 – 2045) – Low, Baseline, and High 
Scenarios 

 
Notes: The County’s 13,130 gross acres of existing absorbed residential lands are based off land supply analysis (9,192 net 
developable absorbed land supply, assuming net area is 70% of gross area). 

The above-described land projection translates to an increase of between 500 and 2,260 gross non-residential 

acres over the forecast period. According to the land supply analysis, the County currently has 3,766 gross acres 
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of undeveloped non-residential lands. As such, the growth scenarios contemplated in this work suggest that the 

County will not require additional non-residential land to accommodate the projected growth to 2045 (Table 5-5). 

Table 5-5 Unabsorbed Non-Residential Land Depletion, Foothills County (2025 – 2045) – Low, Baseline, 
and High Scenarios 

Year 
Low Baseline High 

(unabsorbed gross non-residential acres remaining) 

2025  3,766   3,766   3,766  

2026  3,686   3,686   3,676  

2027  3,616   3,616   3,586  

2028  3,546   3,546   3,496  

2029  3,486   3,486   3,396  

2030  3,436   3,436   3,296  

2031  3,386   3,376   3,196  

2032  3,346   3,316   3,096  

2033  3,316   3,256   2,996  

2034  3,296   3,196   2,886  

2035  3,276   3,136   2,776  

2036  3,266   3,066   2,666  

2037  3,266   3,006   2,546  

2038  3,266   2,946   2,426  

2039  3,266   2,876   2,306  

2040  3,266   2,806   2,176  

2041  3,266   2,746   2,056  

2042  3,266   2,676   1,926  

2043  3,266   2,606   1,786  

2044  3,266   2,536   1,646  

2045  3,266   2,466   1,506  
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Appendix A. Foothills County Land Supply Mapbook 
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Appendix B. Additional Land Supply Tables 

Table B-1 Foothills County Net Developable Absorbed Land Supply by Growth Management District 

Core Land Use District 
Central East Northwest South Central Southwest County Total 

Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % 

Residential Community  403.6  60.7%  39.0  5.9%  173.2  26.1%  44.3  6.7%  4.4  0.7%  664.5  1.2% 

Country Residential 17,806.2  40.4% 2,502.5  5.7% 15,743.6  35.8%  7,225.4  16.4%  753.4  1.7% 44,031.0  81.1% 

Residential Multi-Family  6.0  100.0%          6.0  0.0% 

Residential Subtotal 18,215.8  40.7% 2,541.5  5.7% 15,916.7  35.6%  7,269.6  16.3%  757.8  1.7% 44,701.5  82.4% 

Community Commercial  15.6  19.5%  25.3  31.6%  29.3  36.6%  9.2  11.5%  0.6  0.8%  80.1  0.1% 

Commercial Direct Control  344.5  48.7%  74.3  10.5%  229.9  32.5%  53.2  7.5%  6.1  0.9%  708.0  1.3% 

Highway Commercial  73.1  100.0%          73.1  0.1% 

Rural Business  24.7  40.5%      36.3  59.5%    61.0  0.1% 

Commercial Subtotal  458.0  49.7%  99.6  10.8%  259.3  28.1%  98.7  10.7%  6.8  0.7%  922.2  1.7% 

Business Park  115.5  93.8%      7.7  6.2%    123.1  0.2% 

Industrial Direct Control  3.7  1.5%  155.6  63.7%  49.8  20.4%    35.3  14.5%  244.5  0.5% 

Industrial Edge  96.9  100.0%          96.9  0.2% 

General Industry  870.0  100.0%          870.0  1.6% 

Hamlet Industry  147.8  84.9%  26.2  15.1%        174.0  0.3% 

Low Intensity Industry  43.9  100.0%          43.9  0.1% 

Natural Resource Extraction  1,561.3  23.2%  683.6  10.2%  1,287.2  19.2%  3,016.0  44.9%  169.0  2.5%  6,717.1  12.4% 

Industrial Subtotal  2,839.0  34.3%  865.4  10.5%  1,337.1  16.2%  3,023.7  36.6%  204.3  2.5%  8,269.5  15.2% 

Agricultural Business  195.7  53.2%  18.3  5.0%  154.0  41.8%      367.9  0.7% 

Agricultural Subtotal  195.7  53.2%  18.3  5.0%  154.0  41.8%      367.9  0.7% 

Total  21,708.5  40.0% 3,524.8  6.5% 17,667.0  32.6% 10,392.0  19.2%  968.8  1.8% 54,261.2  100.0% 
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Table B-2 Foothills County Gross Developable Unabsorbed Land Supply by Growth Management District 

Core Land Use District 
Central East Northwest South Central County Total 

Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % 

Cluster Residential  640.4  100.0%        640.4  9.8% 

Residential Community  1,045.1  73.5%  292.5  20.6%    85.3  6.0%  

1,422.9  

21.7% 

Country Estate Residential  32.5  100.0%        32.5  0.5% 

Country Residential  309.3  64.4%    169.3  35.2%  1.9  0.4%  480.5  7.3% 

Residential Multi-Family  89.3  97.0%      2.8  3.0%  92.1  1.4% 

Residential Subtotal  2,116.6  79.3%  292.5  11.0%  169.3  6.3%  89.9  3.4% 2,668.4  40.6% 

Community Commercial  16.0  27.1%  42.9  72.9%      58.8  0.9% 

Commercial Direct Control  120.9  100.0%        120.9  1.8% 

Highway Commercial  553.9  92.7%  43.6  7.3%      597.4  9.1% 

Commercial Subtotal  690.7  88.9%  86.4  11.1%      777.1  11.8% 

Business Park  288.8  100.0%        288.8  4.4% 

Industrial Direct Control  601.9  100.0%        601.9  9.2% 

Industrial Edge  1,991.7  100.0%       1,991.7  30.3% 

General Industry    112.2  100.0%      112.2  1.7% 

Industrial Subtotal  2,882.4  96.3%  112.2  3.7%     2,994.7  45.6% 

Agricultural Business  127.3  100.0%        127.3  1.9% 

Agricultural Subtotal  127.3  100.0%        127.3  1.9% 

Total   5,817.0  88.6%  491.1  7.5%  169.3  2.6%  89.9  1.4% 6,567.5  100.0% 
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