
FAQs 

Blackie Hall and Community Hub Engagement 

The FAQ’s will be included on the project page of the County website throughout the engagement 

process. Questions asked by stakeholders and the public through the engagement events will be added 

to the list as the engagement proceeds. 

 

 
1. Why is the County proposing to demolish the Blackie Hall? 

 

Foothills County provided funding for construction of the new Community Hub for several reasons, 
but particularly to ensure a venue would be available to replace the 60-year Blackie Hall. The 
County worked with the Foothills School Division, Blackie community and community groups to 
ensure the Hub was constructed to include all the amenities that the community was looking for. If 
use of the Blackie Hall as a publicly used facility were to continue, extensive upgrades would be 
required to the municipally owned building. 

 

2. Why did the County commission Vale Engineering to review the construction of the Blackie Hall? 
 

Upon the building insurer bringing various concerns to the County’s attention, Council directed 
that Vail Engineering be contracted to prepare a report outlining building condition and 
associated improvement recommendations.   

 
3. What did the Vale Engineer report find?  

 

Several deficiencies were identified and need to be addressed: 
 

• The entry staircase requires alteration. 

• The East side egress and addition needs to be rebuilt. 

• The foundation concrete needs repair. 

• The existing plumbing infrastructure is not adequate to meet the building’s capacity 
of 560 people and therefore must be reduced to 100. 

• The building is not accessible to individuals with mobility issues. 

• The kitchen venting and plumbing need to be upgraded. 
 

4. Why did Foothills County partner with Foothills School Division toward the modernization of the 
Blackie School?  

 

In 2018, the Foothills School Division, in partnership with Foothills County, proposed a significant 
modernization of the Blackie School to the Province. The School Division, the County and the 
Blackie community realized that without extensive renovation, the future of the school would be 
in question.  The County, Foothills School Division,  and community stakeholders participated in a 
provincially led value management process to determine the best way forward for the school.  By 
committing local funds, the stakeholders made a clear statement to the province that the school is 
critical to the community and worth the investment. In March of 2020, as a result of this 
collaborative show of support, the province announced approval of funding for the Blackie School 
Modernization Project. The province recognized the commitment of the County, the School 
Division and the community, and agreed that preservation of this valued infrastructure is vital to 
the future of the community as a whole. 
 



5. Why did Foothills County pay $500,000 towards the modernization of the Blackie School?  
 
Foothills County Council acknowledged that the Blackie Hall was a very old building that was not 
being utilized a great deal by the community. It was determined that putting money into such an 
old building was not good use of public funds. Investing in the School was seen as a better use of 
the limited public dollars. Further, the money could be leveraged to ensure that the school was 
renovated and remained in the community. As a public education project, Foothills County was 
able to utilize Public Reserve funds rather than tax dollars to fund their portion of the 
modernization.  Residents will benefit from the half million-dollar investment by enjoying both a 
newly renovated school and a community Hub with a commercial kitchen and community meeting 
room that can be utilized year round. 
 

 

6. What other groups contributed funds towards the development of the community Hub at the 
Blackie School? 

 
The Blackie Lions donated $50,000 toward the commercial kitchen at the Hub. 
Community organizations provided financial, in-kind and planning input to enable this 
project to meet the needs of the community. 

 

 

7. Was there community participation in what would be included at Community Hub at Blackie 
School? 

 

Community groups that participated in the creation of the community Hub include the 
Blackie Lions Club, the Agricultural Society, the Library, the Community Association and 
the Blackie Hall Board. This work was done between March 2018 and March 2021.  

 
 

8. What is the community saying now about losing the Blackie Hall 
 

Council has heard from a number of residents that despite the new community hub being 
available for use, the Hall should remain in place and continue to serve the community as it has 
for over 50 years. These residents feel that the Hall has value, that it serves an important function 
for the Blackie area and should continue to do so for years to come.  

 
Preserving the Hall as it exists today is not possible because it does not meet the accessibility 
standards necessary for a municipal building.  In addition, it would not be considered fiscally 
responsible to invest public funds into an old building that is no longer sufficiently utilized for 
community events.  
 

9. Is the Community Hub at Blackie School available to book for weddings, family gatherings, 
government elections, dances, meetings, concerts, classes, open houses, Christmas markets, 
easter egg hunts, karaoke nights, Halloween parties, craft sales, fund raisers, etc.? 

 

Yes, all of the above are types of bookings that could occur at the Hub.  
 

10. Can alcohol be served at the Community hub?  
 

Yes, with an appropriate license from the AGLC and providing the school is not being utilized for 
student functions. 
 

 



11. Can the gym at the school be decorated so it doesn’t look like a gym?  
 

As with any community use facility, with some imagination, ingenuity and good lighting, the 
space can easily be transformed to something appropriate for your event.  
 

 

12. What does it cost to book the Community Hub?  
 

The costs associated with renting the facility have yet to be approved under the draft 
Memorandum of Understanding but are proposed to be very affordable to all user groups. 


