
APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A SUPPLEMENTARY REQUIREMENTS 

APPENDIX B TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS 

APPENDIX C CONFINED FEEDING OPERATIONS 

APPENDIX D SPECIFIED PENALTIES FOR OFFENCES 

APPENDIX E DARK SKY BYLAW 

APPENDIX F RIPARIAN SETBACK MATRIX MODEL 

APPENDIX G SCREENING STANDARDS 

APPENDIX H SPECIAL EVENTS BYLAW 

APPENDIX I RURAL APPROACH STANDARDS POLICY 

APPENDIX J COMMUNITY STANDARDS BYLAW 

APPENDIX K BYLAW 15/2019 THE RESPONSIBLE DOG 
OWNERSHIP BYLAW



Municipal District of Foothills No. 31 - Land Use Bylaw 
 

 

 

  Page 1 

 

APPENDIX A 

SUPPLEMENTARY REQUIREMENTS 

TECHINICAL STUDIES 

BIOPHYSICAL ASSESSMENT 

Prepared by a qualified professional biologist accredited by the Alberta 

Society of Professional Biologists (ASPB), identifying rare plant and wildlife species/communities, as 

listed on the current Alberta Natural Heritage Information Center (ANHIC) and Committee on the Status 

of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).  

 

The findings of this report shall assist in the preparation of the environmental management plan and/or 

concept plan. 

 

ENGINEERING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS/CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS.  

These are required in support of your application to establish the parameters for the construction of 

improvements associated with the proposed development. Engineering plans and specifications must be 

completed by qualified professional engineer accredited by APEGGA and include the following: 

o Cover Sheet(s); 

o Clearing and Grading Drawings; 

o Roads, Lanes and Walkways Drawings; 

o Traffic Control and Signage Drawing; 

o Water Distribution Drawing (if applicable); 

o Water Distribution Disinfection and Flushing Drawing (if applicable); 

o Sanitary Sewer Drawing (if applicable); 

o Storm Sewer Drawing - Major/Minor System; 

o Storm Sewer Drawing – Minor System; 

o Shallow Utilities Drawing; 

o Building Grade Drawing; 

o Landscape Drawing; 

o Erosion Control and Sedimentation Drawing. 

 

Upon completion, two sets of complete construction drawings are required to be submitted to the MD of 

Foothills for preliminary review and approval.  
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Additional circulation of the shallow utilities plan is required to be circulated by the developer to 

appropriate utility companies for review and approval. Each utility company is required to submit an 

approval letter for inclusion within the development agreement via the developer.  

 

Upon acceptance, a final set of construction drawings may be required for inclusion within the 

development and servicing agreement in support of the proposed development. 

 

 For additional details on drawing specifications, and requirements and development agreement 

procedures please refer to Section 2 of the “General Engineering Guidelines and Municipal Servicing 

Standards”. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 

An Environmental Management Plan prepared by a qualified professional biologist accredited by the 

Alberta Society of Professional Biologists (ASPB), indicating the impact of the proposed development on 

the wildlife, wildlife corridors, vegetation, water and environmental features.  

 

The environmental management plan shall outline protection measures in accordance with 

environmental guidelines and also address mitigation measures, including necessary setbacks distances 

from significant natural features to mitigate potential impacts born by the proposed development on the 

surrounding natural environment. The environmental management plan shall also identify breeding and 

spawning times for wildlife, and the timing of construction and reclamation activities shall be adjusted 

accordingly.   

 

The findings of this report shall assist in the preparation of the concept plan where required. 

Fire Protection Plan.  

A fire protection plan is required to ensure adequate improvements to support fire suppression in the 

case of an emergency within the proposed development area. The fire protection plan must be prepared 

and submitted to the local fire authority for review and approval with confirmation provided to the MD of 

Foothills.  

 

Once approved, the owner is responsible for implementing those improvements as outlined within the 

approved fire protection plan as these will be included within the terms of the development agreement 

where appropriate. During a fire emergency, a copy of the approved fire safety plan must be available for 

the responding fire department’s use. In general terms, the fire protection plan should include: 

o Key contact information including site location and access arrangements; 

o Utility services (including shut-off valves for water, gas and electric); 

o Access issues to the property; 

o Layout, drawing, and location of water supply within the subject property; 

o Layout and location of fire suppression infrastructure; 

o Incorporation of Fire Smart Principles. 
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Where required, the findings of this report should be incorporated within the servicing study and/or 

engineering plans and specifications requested in support of the proposed development. 

 

FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT (FRA).  

A Flood Risk Assessment study, completed by a qualified professional accredited by the Association of 

Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Alberta (APEGA), shall ascertain whether the development 

area is suitable for the proposed uses by  

a. determining the risk of flooding at the site now and in the future (a minimum 100-year flood 

event); and  

b. considering the consequences of the site being flooded and provide recommended mitigation 

measures and design standards to guide the construction of improvement within the subject lands.  

 

Setback requirements shall also form part of the recommendations and shall be outlined both in writing 

and graphically through supportive mapping drawn to scale and related to local elevations.  

 

Where required, the findings of this report should be incorporated within the servicing study and/or 

engineering plans and specifications requested in support of the proposed development. 

 

GEOTECHNICAL REPORT 

A Geotechnical Report shall be prepared by qualified professional engineer accredited by APEGGA, 

identifying and assessing the subsurface soil and groundwater conditions liable to affect suitability of the 

lands to support the proposed development. The geotechnical assessment shall be in accordance with 

the “General Engineering Guidelines and Municipal Servicing Standards”. 

 

The report shall provide conclusions and recommendations to guide the design and construction of the 

proposed development and associated improvements including both Municipal infrastructure and/or 

private improvements proposed on the subject property inclusive of buildings, structures and/or private 

services.  

 

Where required, the findings of this report shall be incorporated within the servicing study and/or 

engineering plans and specifications requested in Support of the proposed development. 

 

GROUNDWATER SUPPLY EVALUATION (GSE).  

A Groundwater Supply Evaluation, completed by a qualified professional accredited by APEGGA, shall 

assess the potential for one or more aquifers to supply a sustainable volume of water to the proposed 

development, in addition to determining any possible interference with groundwater supply from existing 

wells in the area.  
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The evaluation shall involve the completion of a single well within the proposed development area 

pumping over a Municipally legislated time period, followed by a period of recovery over the same time 

period. Please note that the groundwater supply evaluation must satisfy those requirements as noted 

under Section 23(3) (a) of the Province of Alberta Water Act. 

 

Should the results of the groundwater supply evaluation indicate that insufficient groundwater supply 

exists to support the proposed development or impact on existing wells within the area would be 

profound; the study shall outline alternative means of water supply to the proposed development. This 

shall include the source of an alternative potable water supply to support the proposed development, 

and infrastructure to support the water distribution.  All alternative means of water supply shall comply 

with all Federal, Provincial, and Municipal regulations. 

 

Where required, the findings of this report should be incorporated within the servicing study and/or 

engineering plans and specifications requested in support of the proposed development. 

Hazards Assessment & Management Plan.  

The Hazards Assessment and Management plan shall identify any and all potential hazards in relation to 

the proposed development and how they shall be managed. Suggested hazards include but are not 

limited to fire, petro chemicals and processing chemicals. 

 

PRIVATE SEWAGE SYSTEM SUITABILITY ANALYSIS.  

The Private Sewage System Suitability Analysis report represents a specific geotechnical investigation of 

the proposed development area documenting prevailing soil conditions, a soil texture analysis and soil 

suitability assessment to support an on-site private sewage disposal system. This report must be 

completed by a qualified professional and in accordance with the Alberta Private Sewage Systems 

Standard of Practice 2009. Where required, the findings of this report should be incorporated within the 

servicing study and/or engineering plans and specifications requested in support of the proposed 

development. 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION PLAN 

In order to ascertain the opinions and concerns of surrounding landowners with regards to the proposed 

development concept, consultation with the public will need to be undertaken. 

 

In support of a conceptual development or subdivision plan, the consultation should be with landowners 

and/or residents within a minimum of one half mile of the subject property, shall be fully documented in 

writing and shall include the following information:  

a. the names and contact information of all attendees;  

b. a synopsis of matters discussed;  

c. a summary of concerns raised;  

d. a formal response to all concerns raised.  
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The time and place of the public meeting must be advertised in Western Wheel for two consecutive 

weeks prior to the meeting and written notification shall be given to Planning Department of the MD of 

Foothills. 

 

Further, a mail out must be prepared in support of the open house which may be distributed by the MD 

of Foothills on behalf of the applicant in support of the public consultation.  

 

The applicant shall bear all costs. 

 

RECLAMATION REPORT.  

The reclamation report shall outline the measures to be taken to return the development site to an 

equivalent land capability, as based on pre-disturbance site assessments of soil, landscape, and 

vegetation.  

 

The plan shall also establish criteria and specifications to guide the design, installation and maintenance 

of vegetation planted as part of a re-vegetation strategy. Plant species should be chosen in consultation 

with landowners and reflect species present on adjacent lands. 

 

SERVICING STUDY. 

A Servicing Study report shall be prepared by a qualified professional engineer accredited by APEGGA, 

which establishes the technical engineering requirements to service the proposed development.  

 

The report should compile and summarize relevant information with respect to site grading, proposed 

water supply and distribution, sanitary sewage collection and treatment, storm drainage system, shallow 

utilities and public roadways. The report should include discussion pertaining to existing site conditions, 

proposed site grading, summary of supportive modeling completed and identification of any unique site 

constraints and/or issues that may affect the servicing of the proposed development.  

 

The details of individual supportive studies that may be required in addition to the servicing study (i.e. 

geotechnical, biophysical assessment, traffic, water modeling, sanitary sewer system modeling, storm 

water management, and erosion and sediment control) may be contained in separate reports but should 

be referenced and summarized in the servicing study.  

 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN.  

The Storm water Management Plan shall address current and future drainage requirements in support of 

the proposed development while satisfying constraints imposed by topography, existing and proposed 

land uses, land ownership, and other local considerations.  
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The plan shall be completed by a qualified professional engineer accredited by APEGGA, and shall 

identify and locate major drainage facilities, including major drainage channel improvements, the 

location of storm sewer improvements, open channel routes, retention/detention facilities, and land 

requirements for drainage purposes.   

 

Where required, the findings of this report should be incorporated within the servicing study and/or 

engineering plans and specifications requested in support of the proposed development. 

 

TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

In order to evaluate the traffic impact of proposed developments, a traffic impact assessment is 

required. The traffic impact assessment must be prepared by a qualified professional engineer 

accredited by APEGGA, which assesses the potential effects of traffic generation caused by the proposed 

development on regional and local roadway systems.  

 

The traffic impact assessment shall identify and define the study area, the planning horizon and analysis 

period, the existing traffic conditions, and the estimated traffic demand. Furthermore, a safety analysis, 

site access analysis, traffic collision analysis, and sight distance evaluation should be conducted. The 

assessment shall also identify mitigation measures and provide overall recommendations for addressing 

local and regional traffic impacts.  

 

Where required, the findings of this report shall be incorporated within the servicing study and/or 

engineering plans and specifications requested in support of the proposed development. 

 

PLANNING FRAMEWORK 

A land use amendment or redesignation may require preparation of an Area Structure Plan(ASP), Area 

Redevelopment Plan (ARP), or an Outline plan (OP) pursuant to the MDP 2010 Planning Framework prior 

to or concurrent with the submission of a Development application or application for amendment to the 

Land Use Bylaw.   

 

The Approving Authority will use their discretion when accepting an application to determine when 

additional plan preparation may be required.   

 

Preparation of such plans shall include a public consultation process, consistent to the scope and 

intensity of a proposed development to allow for review of the application with the area landowners 

and/or residents and explore any potential future impacts on adjacent lands, as well as to demonstrate 

how this individual application complies with any applicable ASP, ARP, OP and the MDP.   

 

Such plans may be adopted by bylaw or resolution of Council prior to, or concurrent with the 

Development application or application for amendment to the Land Use Bylaw.   

. 
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AREA STRUCTURE PLAN (ASP) 

ASPs are intended to provide a higher level of planning detail for a smaller area than undertaken in the 

Municipal Development Plan, Growth Management Strategy, or Development Concept Plans. This is a 

statutory plan, and as such, all planning authorities must adhere to the ASP.  

 

These plans provide policy direction on how a specific area of land will develop over time, and identify 

the fundamental layout of land uses on the landscape prior to the preparation and submission of the 

more detailed plans. This plan does not detail parcel layout, it offers a broader level of planning which 

requires significant public consultation and involvement. An ASP can be created by the MD or by a 

developer/landowner or their agents.  

 

An ASP specifically outlines the following detail: 

o Policy, goals and objectives of the plan and how it supports the plans in higher levels of the 

framework. 

o Sequence of development for a proposed area. 

o Specific or general land uses, populations and densities. 

o Specific location of transportation routes, utilities, environmental conservation, public open 

space design, and housing and business types. 

o Implementation strategy required to undertake the proposal. 

 

AREA REDEVELOPMENT PLAN (ARP) 

ARP’s are similar to ASP’s, except that an ARP is used to facilitate the “redevelopment” of an area that is 

already developed. The ARP provides policy direction regarding the removal, reconstruction and/or 

preservation of an area and buildings. 

 

OUTLINE PLANS 

Outline plans, also often referred to as concept plans, are conceptual schemes that provide a greater 

level of detail of the proposed development and its future impact on adjacent lands as compared to an 

ASP.  They also demonstrate how an individual application complies with the MDP, other applicable 

statutory plans, and the overall municipal goals for development.   

 

Outline plans are undertaken by the developer/landowner or their agents and can be done concurrently 

with an application for redesignation, land use amendment, or subdivision and may address the 

following topics: 

a. proposed phasing of the development; 

b. identification of servicing and access details for the development; 

c. outline of what the built environment will look like including: 

a. lot configuration; 

b. parcel sizes; 

c. road widths and access locations; 
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d. all land uses; 

e. housing types and styles; 

f. architectural controls and other development restrictions; 

g. technical studies; and 

h. other detailed information to fully visualize the proposal; 

 

Outline plans shall be prepared in accordance with approved Municipal policy, based on the scope and 

intensity of development proposed.  They may require the provision of supportive reports and/or studies 

completed by a qualified professional including but not limited to those studies listed in this Appendix.  
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APPENDIX B 
 

TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS 
POLICIES & PROCEDURE ON TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS:  

(Federally Regulated only, those that do not fall under federal jurisdiction must go through the necessary 

applications of the Foothills County). 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 

The Foothills County (hereafter known as “the County”), by way of the policies listed, will take proactive 

steps to limit the number of towers within the County by encouraging carries towards co-utilization. It 

is important to the Council of the County to have telecommunication towers placed in an area that 

will have the least amount of opposition to and visual impact upon nearby residents. 

 

POLICIES: 
 

LOCATION 

 

New telecommunication towers should be encouraged to locate in the areas zoned as Agriculture 

District and Industrial District. 

 

All equipment shelters and tower locations must meet the County’s setback distances to roads and 

property lines. 

 

CO-LOCATION 

 

All Carriers requesting a new telecommunication tower (freestanding antenna structure) will be 

required to identify any other such structure within a 5-mile radius of the proposed site location. 

Each request should also provide documentary evidence that co-location of the existing structures 

within that 5-mile radius is not a viable alternative to a second structure. 

 

The co-location of additional carriers is preferred and supported by this County. Each new tower 

request should allow for co-utilization. Required are letters from all four currently registered 

telecommunication carriers (Rogers AT&T, Telus Moblity, Microcell Connextions and Bell Mobility) 

indicating that they can or cannot co-locate on this tower. Reasons for not co-locating will be required. 

 

Future requests for towers within the vicinity of the proposed tower will not be supported by the 

County if that Carrier chooses not to co-locate when asked. Sufficient reasons and explanations will 

need to be submitted to support another tower in that area. 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

 

The carriers will be responsible for contacting area landowners within a one-mile area and for holding 

a public meeting prior to a submission to the County. The public consultation is intended to provide 

an opportunity for local community concerns to be addressed when a telecommunication tower is 

proposed. One staff member of the County and the Councillor for the area, or an alternative, will also 

attend this meeting. 

 

NOTE:  SEE APPENDIX B1 FOR TEMPORARY ALTERNATE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS - COVID 
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The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act restricts the County from providing the 

Carriers with landowner information. Therefore, the County will be responsible for sending the mailout 

to those area residents within one mile, at the Carrier’s cost. The fees for each mailout would depend 

on the number of people to be contacted for each area. With each mailout, the Carrier will be 

responsible to submit a letter which will give notification of the location of the tower, physical 

details of the tower, the time and location of the public meeting, and a contact name and phone 

number of someone employed by the Carrier who can answer questions regarding this proposal. 

The mailout should be sent 20 days prior to the public meeting and the Carriers should allow an 

extra 5 days to give the County reasonable time to get the notices out. 

 

From the public meeting, the Carriers will be responsible to provide the County with a copy of the 

agenda and the minutes indicating the topics discussed, additional concerns raised with 

resolutions, and any outstanding issues that the Carriers and/or Landowners could not resolve. 

After the Public Consultation has been held, the Carrier, if it wishes to proceed, shall submit its 

formal proposal to the County. 

 

DESIGN STANDARDS 

 

Where Canada Innovation, Science and Economic Development (ISED) or Industry Canada requires 

that a telecommunication tower be lighted, the following steps are encouraged to minimize visual 

impacts: 

1. the lighting of equipment structures and any other facilities on site should be shielded from 

adjacent properties where possible without interfering with the requirements of Transport 

Canada; 

2. all lighting should be a minimum number of low intensity white lights; and 

3. the strobe interval should be the maximum allowable by Canada Innovation, Science and 

Economic Development and Industry Canada, and the strobe lights should only be used if 

absolutely necessary. 

 

COUNTY FEES, CONSULTATION, AND DECISION 

 

The Carriers will submit, along with their formal proposal, the Telecommunications Towers 

application fee. 

 

The Carriers will submit their formal proposal to the Development Officer of the County. The 

Development Officer will present the proposal to Council and will provide his/her position of support 

or non-support towards the formal proposal. 

 

The County will provide its position to the Carriers within a 30-day period of receiving the proposal. 

This decision will also be forwarded to Industry Canada by the Development Officer. 
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TEMPORARY ALTERNATE PUBLIC CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS 

FOR TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS 

Given the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic, the following alternate form of Public 

Consultation is deemed appropriate to fulfill the requirements of the Public Consultation 

portion of the Policies and Procedure under Appendix B Telecommunication Tower of 

the Land Use Bylaw, until otherwise directed by Council. (August 26, 2020, Council) 

Proponents will be responsible to: 

1. Mail a detailed notification package to landowners within the subject quarter section 

and for one mile surrounding. 

2. Provide public access to online notification materials. 

3. Draft materials, both mailed and online, are to be provided to County staff for review 

and acceptance. These materials must, at minimum, include: 

a. Tower locations (including visual representation and site plan), specifications, 

and benefits.  

b. Multiple forms of contact (i.e.: phone, mail, email); and options to contact the 

proponent, the assigned County contact, and the local office of Innovation, 

Science, and Economic Development Canada must be provided to the public.  

c. The posting of adequate and informative signage placed in a highly 

visible area adjacent to the tower location. **  

d.  Paid advertisement in the Western Wheel newspaper. 

4. Where applicable, have consideration for Land-Use Authority and Public 

Consultation requirements as are included under Section 4.2 CPC-2-0-03 (Industry 

Canada).  

Timelines and Requirements: 

A. The mailout of materials is at the proponent’s cost and must follow the County’s 

existing process and requirements for mailing services. As much information as 

possible shall be contained within the mailed notification, to accommodate any 

residents that may not have reliable service connections to appropriately respond 

to/view online materials.  

B. A 7-day time period for County staff to review all draft materials (written, online, and 

any signage) prior to the proponent’s preparation of materials for mailing is required. 

C. The proponent is to allow 5 working days from the time of receipt of the notifications 

to give the County reasonable time to get the notices out.  

D. The proponent shall allow at least 30 days from the date of mailing for public 

comment. 

E. Record of all comments or concerns and any survey submissions, along with the 

proponent’s response to the same, shall be forwarded to the assigned County 

contact as they are received.  

F. After the Public Consultation has been completed, the Proponent, if they wish to 

proceed, shall submit formal proposal to the County for Council’s consideration. 
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APPENDIX C 

CONFINED FEEDING OPERATIONS 
 

DEFINITION: 

“Confined Feeding Operation (CFO) is defined in the Agricultural Operation Practices Act (AOPA) as “an 

activity on land that is fenced or enclosed, or within buildings where livestock are confined for the 

purpose of growing, sustaining, finishing, or breeding by means other than grazing, but does not include 

seasonal feeding and bedding sites”.  At the time of adoption of this policy, a CFO will require either 

registrations or approvals through the Natural Resources Conservation Board (NRCB).  Readers are 

advised to contact the NRCB for up-to-date information. 

 
The NRCB is the approving authority for CFO facilities. Additional facilities on the CFO site that are not 

included in the license, permit or approval, or other authorization granted by the NRCB and that will fall 

under the Municipal approval process are dealt with as outlined below. These are dealt with below. 

 

PROCEDURE FOR THE APPLICANT: 

 

1.0 The applicant must obtain the necessary license, permit, approval, or other authorization 

granted by the NRCB. 

 

1.1 The applicant must then apply for a Development Permit for a “development incidental or 

ancillary to a CFO”, which is a permitted use in the Agricultural District.  The applicant will be 

required to submit the following information with the Development Permit application: 

 Development Permit fees (please see the Development Officer for the amount); 

 Site plan indicating access locations to and from the lot, including roads and 

highways to be used; 

 A statement regarding the roads and highway to be used and dust control measure to 

be implemented; 

 A statement regarding the amount of traffic generated on a daily or monthly basis on 

those roads or hauling routes, whichever most accurately reflects the facts. 

 

1.2 The Development Permit and supporting information is circulated by the Development Officer 

to the necessary referral agencies and internal departments (i.e., Public Works, Council, and 

Alberta Transportation). 

 

1.3 The Development Officer makes an approved decision on the file and a letter is circulated to 

landowners within a half mile.  The decision is based on a “permitted use” and, therefore, 

does not allow the right of appeal. 

 

1.4 Upon the applicant’s completion of the conditions of approval, the file is closed. 

 



APPENDIX D 
Specified Penalties for Offences 

Table A – Specified Penalties For Offences 

Section Description Minimum 
Specified 
Penalty 

Specified Penalty 
for Second 
Contravention 
(within twelve 
month period) 

Specified Penalty for 
Third and 
Subsequent 
Contraventions 
(within twelve month 
period) 

7.18.2(a) Fail to comply with remedial 
order 

$2500.00 $5000.00  $7500.00 

7.18.2(b) Fail to comply with order to 
remedy 

$2500.00 $5000.00  $7500.00 

7.18.2(c) Fail to comply with stop order $2500.00 $5000.00  $7500.00 

7.18.2(d) Obstruct / interfere with 
Designated 
Officer  Community Peace 
Officer / Bylaw Enforcement 
Officer in execution of their 
duties 

$2000.00 $4000.00  $6000.00 

9.24.11(a) Erect / place / affix / locate or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a sign that 
obstructs visibility at roadway 
intersections 

$2000.00 $4000.00  $6000.00 

9.24.11(b) Erect / place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a sign on  
private property without the 
consent of owner 

$750.00 $1500.00  $2250.00 

9.24.11(c) Erect / place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a sign not 
compliant with Dark Sky Bylaw 

$750.00 $1500.00  $2250.00 

9.24.11(d) Erect /place / affix / locate , or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate an 
animated or illuminated sign 
without approval 

$750.00 $1500.00  $2250.00 



9.24.11(e) Erect / place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a 
temporary sign exceeding 14 
days at location 

$750.00 $1500.00  $2250.00 

9.24.11(f) Erect  place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a sign not 
complying with setback 
requirements 

$750.00 $1500.00  $2250.00 

9.24.11(g) Erect / place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a sign 
within 300 m from limit of 
controlled highway without 
permit 

$2000.00 $4000.00  $6000.00 

9.24.11(h) Erect  place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a sign 
within 800 m. from centre point 
of intersection of a controlled 
highway / another highway / 
public roadway without permit 

$2000.00 $4000.00  $6000.00 

9.24.11(i) Erect / place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a sign 
requiring a development 
permit without such permit 

$2000.00 $4000.00  $6000.00 

9.24.11(j) Erect / place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate any 
prohibited sign  

$2000.00 $4000.00  $6000.00 

9.24.11(k) Erect / place / affix / locate, or 
allow any person to erect / 
place / affix / locate a non-
compliant sign 

$2000.00 $4000.00  $6000.00 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
2020 Update: 
In late 2019, in response to concerns brought forward by business owners in the Highway 2A 
Corridor, Foothills County Council directed administration to undertake a review and amendment 
of the Screening Standards. The instructions were to simplify the document, incorporate some 
flexibility, and reduce the requirements for landscape screening in the Highway 2A corridor. 
 
The Screening Standards had been originally adopted in December 2010 in response to concerns 
regarding the negative visual impact of RV storage lots and other outdoor storage uses in the 
County.  The document was intended to provide a comprehensive screening strategy for industrial 
and commercial development in order to preserve the natural beauty of the area.  Dillon 
Consulting provided assistance with the development of the original screening strategy.  
 
The Screening Standards identify the types of development in Foothills County that are 
considered to be potentially visually obtrusive and would benefit from screening. These “target 
activities and facilities” include the outdoor storage of vehicles, materials, or  other goods, exterior 
work or assembly areas, waste and recycling areas, loading areas, mechanical and electrical 
equipment, as well as parking and sales lots. 
 
Based on the categories of target activities and facilities, Dillon Consulting recommended a 
system consisting of three (3) different screening levels. In order of highest to lowest level of 
screening they are: full screening, which approximates 100% screening of the property from 
adjacent properties, partial screening, which achieves about 50% screening, and buffer 
screening, which should obscure approximately 25% of the development from adjacent roads or 
properties.  A table is provided to assist in determining what level of screening is appropriate for 
different “target activities and facilities”. 
 
The level of screening, as well as the method of screening is to be proposed by applicants for 
development and will be evaluated by Council or the Approving Authority.  In order to assist the 
developer in determining how to achieve the desired results, the Screening Standards provide 
examples of Full, Partial and Buffer screening and a variety of methods that can be used to 
achieve each of them.   
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2.0 SCREENING IN FOOTHILLS COUNTY  
 

Screening is defined in Foothills County’s Land Use Bylaw as: 

A fence, earth berm, hedge or trees used to visually and/or physically separate areas or 
functions. 

The Land Use Bylaw also indicates that: 
The Development Authority may require that landscaping and/or screening is provided in 
conjunction with any development, and is addressed as part of the Development Permit 
application. The intent of landscaping and screening is to contribute to a reasonable 
standard of appearance for developments, to provide a positive overall image for the 
County and to encourage good environmental stewardship (Section 9.14.2).  

Further, 
Landscaping and screening requirements may be applied to commercial and industrial 
uses. Where landscaping and screening is required, it shall be completed in accordance 
with the County’s “Screening Standards” (Section 9.14.3). 

 
The Land Use Bylaw prescribes landscaping and screening for a number of specific uses 
including, cannabis production facilities, commercial storage facilities, recreational vehicle 
storage and dog facilities. There are also a number of land use districts where the completion of 
landscaping and screening in accordance with the Screening Standards is required including 
Business Park District, Community Commercial District, Highway Commercial District, Rural 
Business District, Hamlet Industry District, General Industry District, Industrial Edge District, 
Natural Resource Extraction District and a number of direct control districts. 
 
These standards are intended to provide guidance to landowners or developers who are making 
changes to an existing commercial or industrial use, or are proposing a new commercial or 
industrial use or development, on how they can prevent their business from creating a negative 
visual impact on surrounding properties. The Screening Standards will help them anticipate if 
screening might be required at their site, how much screening would be appropriate, and options 
as to how the screening could be achieved. The Standards also outline requirements for an 
application. 
 
This document is provided as a guideline to suggest what the screening requirements may be for 
commercial or industrial development in Foothills County. It should be noted that the requirements 
are different depending on whether the proposed development is inside or outside of the Highway 
2A Corridor. This is because in the Corridor, the entire area is contemplated for industrial or 
commercial uses so the visual impacts of development are not the same as in other areas where 
there are likely to be adjacent residential uses. While these Standards provide a good 
understanding of what may be required; ultimately, Council or the Approving Authority will 
determine whether screening is required and the appropriate level of screening for any proposal. 
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3.0 TARGET ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES 
 
To help applicants determine if screening may be required for their development, a list of the types of 
activities and facilities for which screening is generally recommended has been compiled. The list is 
not comprehensive or exhaustive and ultimately Council or the Approving Authority will decide if a 
proposed development requires screening.   
 
Screening Standards are applied based on the likelihood that the activity or facilities proposed will 
detract from the visual character of the area or have a negative impact on adjacent development. It 
should be noted that these standards are for commercial and industrial applications, they are not 
intended to be applied to Agricultural, General uses or to structures or equipment in support of the 
same on land that is zoned as Agricultural District.   

Target Activities and Facilities: 

1. Outdoor Storage Areas: Outdoor storage is defined in the land use bylaw as “the accessory 
storage of equipment, vehicles, goods, and materials in the open air where such storage of 
goods and materials does not involve the erection of permanent structures or the material 
alteration of the existing state of the land”. This category would include storage areas for heavy 
equipment, lumber, pipe, tanks, manufactured goods or materials for manufacturing 
processes, it does not include RV storage. 

2. Vehicle Storage Areas: This category would include cars, farm equipment, recreational 
vehicles, tractor trailers, boats etc. It does not include typical parking lots unless vehicles are 
stored there for an extended period. 

3. Stockpile Areas: This includes large stockpiles of materials such as sand or aggregate used 
for industrial purposes, or areas for storing or stockpiling bulk landscaping materials, materials 
used for manufacturing processes, or those awaiting packaging, as well as finished product 
waiting to be shipped. * 

4. Exterior Work Areas: This includes exterior areas for assembly, construction or repair and 
industrial processing. 

5. Garbage, Recycling, Composting or Waste Areas: This would include areas for waste 
disposal, settling ponds, recycling storage or processing and composting sites as well as 
portable washrooms.  Auto Wreckers and similar activities would be covered here as well. 

6. Loading Areas: This category includes loading docks and bays or other outdoor loading areas 
for commercial or industrial buildings. 

7. Mechanical and Electrical Equipment: This would typically include large air conditioning 
units, ventilation units, transformers, small trash receptacles and other such equipment. 

8. Sales Lots: This category would include areas used for the storage and display of vehicles or 
equipment that are available for sale or lease and recognizes the desire to utilize these areas 
for advertising.  

9. Parking Lots: This category includes areas designed to accommodate the parking of more 
than 25 cars. 

*Note: Gravel Pits are regulated by Alberta Environment and Parks and must comply with all requirements under the 
applicable provincial legislation as well as any conditions specific to an approval granted by AEP. 
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Examples of each type of Target Activities or Facilities: 

Category 1: Outdoor Storage Areas                 Figure 3.1 

Category 1: Outdoor Storage Areas                 Figure 3.2 

Category 2: Vehicle Storage Areas                         Figure 3.3 

Category 2: Vehicle Storage Areas                        Figure 3.4 
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 Category 3: Stockpile Areas                  Figure 3.5 

Category 4: Exterior Work Areas                   Figure 3.6 

Category 5: Garbage, Recycling, Composting or Waste Areas            Figure 3.7  

Category 5: Garbage, Recycling, Composting or Waste Areas            Figure 3.8 
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Category 6: Loading Areas                  Figure 3.9 

Category 7: Mechanical & Electrical Equipment               Figure 3.10 

Category 8:  Sales Lots                       Figure 3.11 

Category 9:  Parking Lots                       Figure 3.12 
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4.0 LEVELS OF SCREENING  
 
Depending on the category of target activity or facility and its location there are three (3) different 
levels of screening that could be implemented.  In order of highest to lowest level of screening 
they are: full screening, which approximates 100% screening of the property from adjacent roads 
or properties, partial screening, around 50% screening from adjacent roads or properties, and 
buffer screening, which should obscure approximately 25% of the development from adjacent 
roads or properties.  A more detailed description of the three types of screening follows.  
 

4.1 FULL SCREENING 
 
Full screening is used to provide a complete visual barrier of a selected area, using fences, walls, 
berms, tightly spaced evergreen plant material or some combination of these methods. Full 
screening may also be provided by locating the activity behind a building or structure. 
 
Full screening may be considered appropriate when the intent is to fully block the view from the 
adjacent roads or lands.  Garbage storage areas and electrical or mechanical equipment locations 
are examples of areas that may benefit from full screening.  There may be circumstances where 
full screening is used in conjunction with partial or buffer forms of screening on a site. 
 

 

Closely spaced evergreen trees are one method of providing full screening 

 

4.2 PARTIAL SCREENING 
 
Partial screening is used when the intent is to visually block approximately 50% of the activity or 
facility from adjacent properties or roadways.  A partial screen provides a sense of visual 
transparency between portions of the site and adjacent roads/lands. This moderate level of 
screening is appropriate for a variety of sites.  
 
A combination of structures, walls/ fences, coniferous/deciduous plant material and earth berms 
may be used to create partial screening by blocking approximately 50% of the site from view. 
Fences may allow for 50% opacity, trees are planted farther apart and earth berms may only be 
half the height necessary to block the view. A hedge of deciduous shrubs, such as lilacs or 
Caragana provides significant coverage for 50% of the year. A combination of multiple screening 
elements may be used to create an interesting visual barrier from both inside and outside the site.  
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A mixed landscape is an appropriate method of providing partial screening 

        

4.3 BUFFER SCREENING 
 
Buffer screening is used to provide a low level of screening or ‘landscape softening’. Vehicle sales 
lots and commercial parking areas are suggested examples of areas that may benefit from buffer 
screening.  
 
Fences, low walls, earth berms and a mix of deciduous and coniferous trees and shrubs can be 
used as components of buffer screening.  
 

A landscape buffer screen is one method of providing the 25% screening suggested for buffer 
screening  
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5.0 DETERMINING THE SUGGESTED LEVEL OF SCREENING 
 
In Section 3 of this document, a number of types of activities and facilities for which screening may be 
required were described. Some of these would benefit from minimal screening, while for others, a 
more complete screening would be appropriate.   
 
The precise level of screening that will be required of a landowner or developer will be at the discretion 
of Council or the Approving Authority and will be dependent upon such factors as the visibility of the 
site as well as adjacent land uses.  A general guideline for what will be required is provided in the 
following table. To determine what level of screening is required: 

First: look up the activity and location in Table 5.1. 

Then: answer the qualifying questions to determine if the level should/may be adjusted. 
 
TABLE 5.1 SCREENING LEVELS BY ACTIVITY OR FACILITY CATEGORY 

* The Enhanced Area of the Highway 2A Corridor includes lands in the Highway 2A Industrial ASP area that are in the 
Industrial Edge, Gateway Interface or the Industrial / Commercial policy areas as Shown on the Map in Appendix 3. 
The General Area includes all remaining lands in the ASP area. 

Note: Foothills County Council or the Approving Authority may require a higher or lower level of screening 
than is indicated in the chart. 
 

Category 
Location 

Highway 2A 
General Area* 

Highway 2A 
Enhanced Area* 

Outside 
Highway 2A 
Corridor 

1 Outdoor Storage Areas 
 

Partial Partial Full 

2 Vehicle Storage Areas 
 

Partial Partial Full 

3 Stockpile Areas 
 

Buffer Partial Partial 

4 Exterior Work Areas 
 

None Buffer Partial 

5 Garbage, Recycling, Composting or 
Waste Areas  

Partial Full Full 

6 Loading Areas 
 

None Buffer Partial 

7 Mechanical & Electrical Equipment  
 

None Full Full 

8 Sales Lots 
 

None None Buffer  

9 Parking Lots  
 

None Buffer Partial 
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QUALIFYING QUESTIONS FOR TABLE 5.1 
Is the proposed development: 

1 In or adjacent to a hamlet? If yes, may need to increase level of screening. 

2 In an intermunicipal development 
plan (IDP) area? 

If yes, may need to increase level of screening. 

3 In an Area Structure Plan or Area 
Concept Plan area that addresses 
design guidelines or screening? 

If yes, may need to increase or decrease level of 
screening accordingly. 

4 Located on a major road or 
provincial highway? 

If yes, may need to increase level of screening. 

5 Located adjacent to residential 
development? 

If yes, may need to increase level of screening. 

6 Located adjacent to a natural 
area? 

If yes, may need to increase level of screening. 

7 Located near a major recreational 
facility? 

If yes, may need to increase level of screening. 

8 On a site that has rolling terrain? If yes, may be able to decrease level of screening 
depending on location of visually obtrusive 
activity or facility. 

9 On a site that is well treed? If yes, may be able to decrease level of screening 
depending on location of visually obtrusive 
activity or facility. 

10 On a large site that provides 
setback between target use and 
adjacent parcels? 

If yes, may be able to decrease level of screening 
on the sides where there is a great distance from 
target activity to property lines 

11 Adjacent to similar uses, or other 
uses that may be considered 
visually obtrusive? 

If yes, may be able to decrease level of screening 
or eliminate screening at least on sides adjacent 
to similar or visually obtrusive use. 

12 A sales lot? Screening requirements may be reduced along 
the road side of the parcel for advertising 
purposes. However, may need to be increased 
along any boundaries adjacent to residential 
properties. 

13 In a location where screening 
would be ineffective or could not 
achieve the desired effect (for 
instance in an area much lower 
than the surrounding lands or 
roads)? 

Screening requirements may be reduced or 
eliminated but landscaping to improve the 
appearance of the site may still be required. 
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Following are some examples of how to utilize Table 5.1 and the qualifying questions: 

Example 1: 
There is a proposal for an RV storage facility in the Highway 2A Corridor General Area. This would 
fall under Category 2 - Vehicle storage areas. For Category 2 in the General Area of the Highway 
2A Corridor Table 5.1 suggests partial screening. 

However, the proposed facility is located on a flat site with no trees that is on a highway and 
adjacent to a residential development.  Thus, Council or the Approving Authority may, at their 
discretion, require full screening. 
 
Example 2: 
There is a proposal for a restaurant within a Hamlet.  The restaurant will require a large 
mechanical fan off the kitchen, a used grease collection bin and a garbage dumpster.   

According to Table 5.1, the mechanical equipment and the garbage/waste area will likely require 
full screening.  As the proposed site is within a hamlet and located adjacent to residential lots it is 
likely that Council or the Approving Authority will adhere to the recommended full screening. 
 
Example 3: 
There is a proposal for a car dealership on a parcel along Highway 2A north of Okotoks, the 
subject parcel is outside of the IDP area and presently abuts country residential parcels on two 
sides. This would fall under category 8 – Sales Lots.  
 
According to Table 5.1, sales lots outside of the Highway 2A Industrial Corridor require partial 
screening. Looking at the qualifying questions #5 and #12 are relevant in this case. In 
consideration of question 5, since the use is adjacent to residential development, screening may 
need to be increased along the boundary adjacent to the residential development. In 
consideration of #12, screening could be reduced along the road side. The recommendation in 
this case would be to increase the screening level from partial to full screening on the boundaries 
of the development that abut residential lands and reduce the screening to buffer level or even 
none along the road side of the development. 
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6.0 SCREENING METHODS 
 
There are four methods that are generally considered appropriate for screening, these are: 

1. Fence or Wall,  
2. Earth Berm,  
3. Landscaping,  
4. Combination. 

 
Once the appropriate level of screening (full, partial or buffer) has been determined using the 
table and questions in Section 5, the next step is to determine which method will be used to 
achieve the desired level of screening. The following table describes how the three levels of 
screening may be achieved using each of the four screening methods. 
 
TABLE 6.1 – SCREENING METHODS 
 
Screening 
Method 

Screening 
Level 

Description Pros  Cons 
 

Fence or 
Wall 

Full 
Screening 

Solid constructed fence or wall of 
sufficient height and length to obscure the 
activity or facility that requires screening.  
Acceptable  Materials Include: Concrete 
Block, Concrete Panels, Brick, Wood, 
Aluminum, PVC, Stucco 
Note: Chain-link fencing with vinyl 
inserts is not considered appropriate 
outside of the General Area of the 
Highway 2A Corridor. 

Attractive and 
generally low 
maintenance 
requirements. 
 
 

Relatively large 
initial expense. 
May be difficult to 
build on rolling or 
densely vegetated 
land. 

Fence or 
Wall 

Partial 
Screening 

Solid constructed fence or wall of 
sufficient height and length to obscure 
approximately 50% of the activity or 
facility that requires screening.  
Acceptable Materials: See above 

See above See above 

Fence or 
Wall 

Buffer 
Screening 

Sections of fence or wall, may be only 
partially solid – may have sections of 
wrought iron or lattice or openings which 
provide for views through. It must 
obscure approximately 25% of the activity 
or facility that requires screening.  
Acceptable Materials: See above and add 
Lattice, Wrought Iron and Glass Block. 

See above See above 
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Earth Berm Full 
Screening 

A mound or bank of earth of sufficient 
length and height to obscure all of the 
activity or facility that requires screening.  
  

Relatively 
inexpensive. 
Very low 
maintenance 
requirements.  
May mitigate 
noise as well. 

Not attractive 
unless combined 
with landscaping 
and/or 
hardscaping. 
May need to 
remove existing 
vegetation to 
accommodate. 

Earth Berm Partial 
Screening 

A mound or bank of earth of sufficient 
length and height to obscure 
approximately 50% of the activity or 
facility that requires screening.  

See above See above 

Earth Berm Buffer 
Screening 

A mound or bank of earth of sufficient 
length and height to obscure 
approximately 25% of the activity or 
facility that requires screening.  

See above See above 

Landscap-
ing 

Full 
Screening 

Densely planted rows or groupings of 
evergreen trees of sufficient height and 
length to completely obscure the activity 
or facility that requires screening.   

Attractive, and 
works on flat or 
rolling terrain 
and can work 
with existing 
vegetation. 

Relatively large 
initial expense. 
Maintenance and 
water 
requirements. 

Landscap-
ing 

Partial 
Screening 

Rows or groupings of trees and shrubs, 
both evergreen and deciduous of 
sufficient density to obscure 
approximately 50% of the activity or 
facility that requires screening.   

See above See above 

Landscap-
ing 

Buffer 
Screening 

Rows or groupings of trees and shrubs, 
both evergreen and deciduous of 
sufficient density to obscure 
approximately 25% of the activity or 
facility that requires screening.   

See above See above 

Combina-
tion 

Full 
Screening 

Utilizing a combination of two or more of 
the following of sufficient density to 
entirely obscure the activity or facility that 
requires screening: fencing or walls, 
berms, and rows or groupings of trees 
and shrubs (evergreen and/or 
deciduous). 

Potentially the 
most attractive 
option. 
 
 

May be expensive. 
Water and 
maintenance 
requirements may 
be significant 
particularly if plants 
on top of berms. 

Combina-
tion 

Partial 
Screening 

Utilizing a combination of two or more of 
the following of sufficient density to 
obscure approximately 50% of the activity 
or facility that requires screening: fencing 

See above See above 
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or walls, berms, and rows or groupings of 
trees and shrubs (evergreen and/or 
deciduous).   

Combina-
tion 

Buffer 
Screening 

Utilizing a combination of two or more of 
the following of sufficient density to 
obscure approximately 25% of the activity 
or facility that requires screening: fencing 
or walls, berms, and rows or groupings of 
trees and shrubs (evergreen and/or 
deciduous). 

See above See above 

 

6.1 SCREENING METHODS - SPECIFICATIONS 
 
FENCES AND WALLS: 

1. Screening fences or walls must comply with Foothills County’s Land Use Bylaw. 
2. Fences and walls must meet development setbacks to property lines, municipal roads 

and highways as outlined in Section 9.14 of the Land Use Bylaw unless relaxed through 
the development permit process. 

3. Maximum fence height is 3.05m (10 ft.) unless otherwise accepted by the Approving 
Authority. 

4. Solid metal fences must have capping along unfinished edges on top and bottom. 
5. Fences and walls shall be constructed with components of sufficient size, and strength 

to prevent sagging or leaning. 
6. Screening fences or walls shall be consistent in quality, design and character with 

buildings on the same site. 
7. Fences or walls should incorporate pillars or articulation for visual interest. 
8. Security toppers, if installed, shall be angled wire or as accepted by the Approving 

Authority. 
9. No razor wire is permitted on screening walls or fences. 

10. Chain link fences with vinyl slats will generally not be supported as screening fences. 
11. Where significant lengths of uninterrupted fencing or walls are required, pockets of 

landscaping are encouraged. 
 

EARTH BERMS: 

12. An earth berm shall not impact drainage on the parcel it is located on, unless supported 
by appropriate studies to the satisfaction of the County’s Public Works department and 
the Approving Authority. 

13. An earth berm shall not negatively impact drainage on an adjacent parcel. 
14. Earth berms shall be constructed with a maximum 3:1 slope on sides and ends (3 

horizontal units for each vertical unit). 
15. Earth berms shall be designed and constructed to the satisfaction of the Approving 

Authority. 
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16. Earth berms shall be covered with turf, ground cover or rip-rap to reduce erosion. 
17. Earth berms shall be seeded with a seed mix approved by Foothills County’s Agricultural 

Fieldman or their designate. Hydro-seeding or drill seeding is strongly encouraged. 
18. If landscaping is incorporated into an earth berm, locating it on the top of the berm is 

discouraged unless irrigation with harvested stormwater or reclaimed water is available. 
 
LANDSCAPING: 

19. Potable water shall not be used to irrigate landscaping used for screening. 
20. Landscape screening shall be comprised of drought tolerant plant material. 
21. Trees and shrubs shall be chosen and planted so that at maturity they do not interfere 

with overhead or underground utility service lines or traffic site lines. 
22. Planting beds for landscape screening shall incorporate appropriate ground cover to the 

satisfaction of the Approving Authority, to reduce weed growth. 
23. Ground cover materials shall be appropriately contained to prevent migration and shall 

be topped-up or replaced as necessary to maintain function and appearance. 
24. Minimum size for coniferous trees is 1 meter height, 600mm root ball diameter 
25. Minimum #5 pot for all shrubs;  
26. Minimum 40mm caliper for deciduous trees, 600mm root ball diameter 
27. All planting beds should be mulched to a depth of 75mm.  
28. Minimum 125mm depth of topsoil for sod, minimum 150mm depth of topsoil for seed; 
29. Shrubs to be in 600mm depth topsoil bed; 
30. Landscaping shall be regularly maintained by the property owner and dead materials 

shall be replaced annually. 
 

6.2 SCREENING METHODS - EXAMPLES 

Fence or Wall Screen – Full Screening 

Fence or Wall Screen – Partial Screening  
Note: Decreasing height and/or length or creating gaps in fencing can change a wall or fence from full to partial screen 
or partial to buffer screen. 
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Fence or Wall Screen – Buffer Screening  

Earth Berm Screen – Full or Partial Screening 
Note: Decreasing height and/or length can change a berm from full to partial or buffer screen. 

Landscaping Screen – Full Screen 

Note: Full screening using landscaping alone is very difficult in most areas of Foothills County. Full screening using a 
combination of landscaping with fencing or earth berms is suggested as more attainable. 

Landscaping Screen – Partial Screen 
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Landscaping Screen – Buffer Screen 
 

Combination Screen – Full Screening (Fence with Landscaping)     
  

Combination Screen – Buffer Screen (Berm with Landscaping)  

Note: Placing landscaping on top of berms is not recommended unless provisions can be made for irrigation with non-
potable or reclaimed water. 

Combination Screen – Full, Partial or Buffer Screening (Earth Berms and Mixed Planted 
Landscaping) 
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7.0 DEVELOPING & SUBMITTING THE SCREENING PLAN  
 
A complete application for a proposed development that is likely to require screening should 
include the Proposed Screening Plan.  This scaled drawing of the site will show proposed access, 
any rights of way or easements existing on the site, any required setbacks and all existing and 
proposed development.  It will clearly indicate which areas are likely to require screening, the type 
of screening proposed (full, partial or buffer screening), and the methods that will be used to 
achieve the screening.  It may be desirable to have a Professional Landscape Architect prepare 
the Proposed Screening Plan particularly if the proposed development is likely to require 
extensive screening. 
 

Section 6.0 of this document provides an overview of different methods of screening and how 
they can be used to achieve the desired level of screening. Following are some suggested steps 
for developing and submitting a Proposed Screening Plan. 
 
STEP 1:  
Prepare a detailed site plan to scale, or approximately to scale, that includes: 

• Legal description and boundaries of project parcel including dimensions;  
• All required setbacks from property lines; 
• Any easements or rights of way existing on the site (e.g. access easements, power lines 

or utility rights of way); 
• Existing and proposed access to the site with adjacent roads labelled; 
• Existing and proposed internal roadways, driveways, parking areas and loading areas; 
• The locations of all existing and proposed buildings and other improvements such as 

retaining walls, fences, gates, signs, pathways etc. (labelled as existing or proposed); 
• The location of any significant natural site features, for example areas with significant 

slope, water courses or wet areas, areas with existing trees or shrubs etc.; 
• The location of any existing or proposed product display, storage, refuse, recycling and/or 

exterior work areas; 
• The locations of existing and proposed landscaped areas; 
• Site contours or grading as required; 
• Any other information as required by Council or the Approving Authority;  

 
 
STEP 2: 
Determine the suggested level of screening by referring to Table 5.1 and answering the 
accompanying qualifying questions.  This should result in an idea of the likely screening 
requirements. 
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STEP 3: 
Referring to Table 6.1 – Screening Methods and the Screening Methods examples and 
specifications in Section 6.0 of this document, determine the most appropriate method(s) for 
achieving the level of screening that is likely to be required.  

 

STEP 4: 
Add the proposed screening to the detailed site plan to create a Proposed Screening Plan. Some 
examples of screening plans are included in Appendix 1 for reference.  The Plan should include 
a schedule that identifies how the screening will be constructed including construction details for 
walls, fences or berms and a plant list identifying species, quantities and sizes of trees and shrubs 
to be used, if any. A Maintenance Plan for the screening should also be provided.  

 

STEP 5: 
Submit the Proposed Screening Plan in both 11x17 hard copy and digital pdf (or equivalent) as 
part of a development permit application for the proposed development. Further to the approval 
of the Proposed Screening Plan, applicants will generally be required to execute a Development 
Agreement regarding the construction of the screening in advance of commencing construction. 
This agreement may include provisions related to the execution of other agreements(s), proof of 
required insurance, payment of review fees, terms for maintenance and submission of a surety. 
Provisions regarding screening may also be incorporated into an overall Development Agreement 
for the whole development for which a development permit is being sought.  

Note on Plant Species: 
A list of plant material that is considered suitable for Foothills County is provided, in Appendix 2.  
This list includes the hardiness (by zone) to assist with plant selection for specific sites.  More 
exposed areas will tend to require hardier plants more suited to colder zones than sheltered 
locations.  The use of native plant material is usually preferred, however, the number of native 
species is quite limited and many foreign species have been successfully used in Alberta for 
decades. 
 
The mature size of the plant material is given, but these are average sizes only.  Some plants will 
grow to surpass these sizes, while some will not achieve the average sizes.  The more favourable 
the growing conditions, the more likely the plants will achieve or surpass average sizes. 
 
Species not included on the plant list may be used at the discretion of the Approving Authority. 
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8.0 MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Once the screening has been installed according to specifications, there will be a maintenance 
requirement to ensure that it does not become unsightly due to dead or dying vegetation, an 
abundance of weeds, or fences or walls that are in need of maintenance or repair. The ongoing 
maintenance and upkeep of all landscaping and screening is expected to continue for the life of 
the project and is the responsibility of the property owner. 
 
The maintenance plan for the screening, including procedures and schedules for maintenance 
should be included in the Proposed Screening Plan that is submitted as part of the development 
permit application. Maintenance requirements may also be included as part of a development 
agreement. As a guideline, or in absence of a development agreement, the following are the 
general maintenance requirements for screening installations. 
 
LANDSCAPING: 

• All plant material is to be kept in a healthy, vigorous growing condition; 
• Un-mulched beds and tree pits must be freshly cultivated and free of weeds, rubbish, and 

debris; 
• Mulched beds should be free of weeds, rubbish and debris, the mulch should be contained 

with a barrier so it does not migrate and should be replenished as required to maintain 
function and appearance;  

• Remove all dead branches. Prune broken portions of branches back to live material;  
• Replace dead trees and shrubs annually. 

 
FENCING AND HARDSCAPING: 

• Fences, walls or other structures used in screening must be kept in good repair; any 
damage from weather, wildlife, livestock, traffic accidents or vandalism must be repaired 
in a timely manner. 

• Fences or walls should be repainted or refinished at such time as they begin to appear 
unsightly from age or degradation. 
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9.0 CONCLUSION 
 
The purpose of the Screening Standards is to provide guidance to landowners or developers who 
are operating or proposing to operate a commercial or industrial enterprise anywhere in Foothills 
County. The suggested level of screening for a particular use will vary depending on its location, 
the type of surrounding development and the individual site conditions. The goal is to prevent 
businesses from creating a negative visual impact on surrounding properties or along major roads 
or highways. It should be noted that the screening requirements in the Highway 2A Corridor are 
generally less than elsewhere for similar types of development. This is due to the nature of that 
area as an established industrial area.  
 
These guidelines were developed to help protect the visual quality of the lands in the County and 
are not intended to impose undue hardship on business owners.  The guideline package may 
assist applicants for commercial or industrial projects in anticipating if screening might be required 
for their project, and provide guidance to allow them to successfully navigate the design and 
approvals process. 
 
Foothills County Council or the appointed Approving Authority will generally consider a Proposed 
Screening Plan submitted by a developer as part of the overall development permit application.  
They will determine, at their discretion, if and how much screening is required based on the 
particulars of the specific development. The goal is to work with applicants to ensure that future 
developments maintain or enhance the visual quality of Foothills County and to preserve our rural 
character for future generations. 
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APPENDIX 1 - SAMPLE SCREENING PLANS 
SAMPLE SCREENING PLAN - FULL SCREENING 
This example shows a hypothetical recycling facility that is proposed for lands in the General Area in the 
Hwy 2A Corridor. The exterior storage area and processing & storage area of this facility fall under Category 
5 - Garbage, recycling, composting or waste areas which according to Table 5.1 require Partial Screening 
in the General Areas of the Hwy 2A Corridor.  
This facility is proposed adjacent to Hwy 2A which is a Provincial Highway so the level of screening required 
along that side has been increased to full screening. A double row of evergreen trees is proposed to 
accomplish this.  
The adjacent use to the north is in the Enhanced Area of the corridor and is designated as Business Park 
so full screening is required on that side, a solid wall with brick pillars is proposed to meet this requirement. 
The adjacent uses to the east and south are considered compatible uses and it was determined that 
screening on those sides was not required so a chain link security fence is proposed there.  
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SAMPLE SCREENING PLAN - PARTIAL SCREENING 
This hypothetical proposal is for a Tractor Trailer and RV storage facility in the General Area of the Hwy 2A 
Corridor. This use falls under Category 2 - Vehicle parking and storage areas, which according to Table 5.1 
require Partial Screening in the General Areas of the Hwy 2A Corridor. This facility is proposed on an 
internal road and is not visible from the highway so the level along the road does not need to be increased. 
It is proposed that the partial screening required along the road side of the facility will be achieved by 
planting a hedge of Caragana and Lilac. 
All the adjacent lots are designated as General Industry and the uses are considered compatible industrial 
uses and so the level of screening along those sides was reduced and screening was deemed not required. 
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SAMPLE SCREENING PLAN - BUFFER SCREENING 
This hypothetical proposal is for a car dealership outside of the Highway 2A Corridor falls under Category 
8 - Parking and sales lots. According to Table 5.1 for this use outside of the 2A Corridor, partial screening 
is suggested. 
In this case, the proposal is located in an Area Concept Plan (ACP) area. This ACP contemplates locating 
a number of similar uses in the same area and provides design guidelines that call for buffer screening 
along the road side and no screening of property lines adjacent to parcels with compatible land use.  
The buffer screening is proposed using a mixture of trees and shrubs that provide select views into the 
sales lot from the adjacent road.   
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APPENDIX 2 - PLANT LIST 
 

Scientific Name Common Name 

  S
pread (m

) 

  Z
one 

  H
eight (m

) 

Deciduous Trees     

Crataegus x species  Hawthorn 4 3 5 
Fraxinus x species  Ash 3 2-3 10 
Malus x species Crabapple trees, varies and  3 2 5 
Populus x species  Poplar and Aspen species, various cultivars.  12 2-3 12 
Salix pentandra Laurel-Leaf Willow 12 2-3 12 
Sorbus x species Mountain Ash, various cultivars 5 2 8 
Evergreen Trees     
Picea pungens Colorado blue Spruce, various cultivars 5 2 20 
Evergreen Shrubs     
Juniperus  x species  Juniper shrubs, various cultivars 2 2 0.3 
Pinus x species  Pine shrubs, various cultivars 5 4 10 
Deciduous Shrubs     
Amelanchier  x species  Saskatoon 4 2 5 
Aronia melanocarpa Chokeberry 1 3 1.5 
Berberis  x species Barberry, various cultivars 1.3 3 1.3 
Eleagnus commutata Wolf Willow 2 2 2 
Hippophae rhamnoides Sea Buckthorn (male and female) 4 2 4 

Physocarpus x species   Ninebark 1 2 1.3 
Potentilla fruticose x variety Potentilla 1 2 1 
Rosa rubrifolia Redleaf Rose 1.2 3 1.2 
Rosa woodsii Woods Rose 1 2 1 
Sambucus x species  Elder, various cultivars  3 2 3 
Sorbaria sorbifolia False Spirea 2 2 2 
Sorbus decora Showy Mountain Ash (shrub) 4 3 5 
Spiraea x species Spirea, various cultivars 1 2-3 1 
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry 1 2 1.2 
Symphoricarpos occidentalis Buckbrush 1 1 1.2 
Syringa vulgaris Common Lilac 2 2 2.5 
Viburnum x species Cranberry, various cultivars 3 3 3 
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APPENDIX 3 - HWY 2A INDUSTRIAL ASP POLICY AREAS 

 

Note: Requirements may vary at the discretion of Council or the Approval Authority regardless of whether located 
in General or Enhanced Area. Refer to Highway 2A Design Guidelines for additional considerations. 

Map 1 - Highway 2A Industrial ASP Policy Areas 
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APPENDIX 4 - WARNING: UTILITY & PIPELINE LOCATIONS  
 
As with any activity that requires excavation, it is of paramount importance that you contact 
Alberta One Call at least 3 working days prior to commencing work on any screening installation 
to request that the buried utilities on your property be located and marked. It's easy and there is 
no charge. Requests can be submitted by phone or on their website. 
 
You will need to have the following information ready:  

• your dig area information (address or legal land description, whether you will be digging 
on public or private property, which portion of the site you will be digging on etc.) 

• the type of work you are doing and  
• the date you require locates to be completed by 

 
Please note: It is the excavator’s responsibility to make sure there is no damage to the located 
utilities during excavation, and placing a request with the One Call Centre does not remove that 
responsibility. 
 

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG! 
Telephone: 1-800-242-3447  
 
Website: http://www.albertaonecall.com/submit-a-locate-request/ 
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FOOTHILLS COUNTY 

BYLAW 15/2019 

Being a bylaw of Foothills County, in the Province of Alberta, to authorize the regulation and 

control of dogs, for the purpose of promoting responsible dog ownership and ensuring the 

maintenance of public safety throughout the municipality. 

WHEREAS: Pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, Statutes of  

Alberta, RSA 2000, C. M-26 and amendments thereto, Council may pass a   

Bylaw for the purpose of regulating and controlling dogs and activities in relation 

to them; 

WHEREAS: Council deems it necessary to provide for the regulation and control of dogs 

within the limits of the Municipality; 

WHEREAS: Council deems it necessary to replace the existing Dog Bylaw #86/2010 

NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF FOOTHILLS COUNTY, IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, 

DULY ASSEMBLED, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

TITLE 

1. This Bylaw may be cited as the “Responsible Dog Ownership Bylaw”.

DEFINITIONS 

2. In this Bylaw, the following words shall have the meanings given herein.  When not

inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the past and

future; words in the plural, include the singular; words in the singular include the plural;

words in the masculine gender, include feminine and neuter genders; words in the

feminine and neuter genders, include the masculine gender.  The word “shall” is always

mandatory, and not merely directory.

ccarr
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 (a) “Animal” means any domestic dog; 

 

 (b) “Animal Services Centre” means a facility determined by the Municipality for  

  the safekeeping and holding of impounded or seized animals and collecting  

  fees as set out within this Bylaw; 

 

 (c) “Attack” means an assault by an animal upon a person or other animal   

  consisting of more than one bite and which causes injury to that person or  

  other animal; 

 

 (d) “Bite” means an application of force by an animal by means of its mouth and  

  teeth upon a person or other animal which results in pain or injury of any   

  nature being inflicted upon that person or other animal; 

 

 (e) “Court” means a Court of competent jurisdiction in the Province of Alberta; 

 

 (f) “Former Owner” means the person who at the time of impoundment or   

  seizure of an animal was the owner of an animal which has subsequently   

  been sold, destroyed, or otherwise disposed of; 

 

 (g) “Highway” has the meaning as defined in the Traffic Safety Act, R.S.A. 2000,  

  C. T-6, as amended or replaced from time to time; 

 

 (h) “Justice” has the meaning as defined in the Provincial Offences Procedure   

  Act, R.S.A. 2000, C. P-34, as amended or replaced from time to time; 

 

 (i) “Leash” means a chain or other material capable of restraining the animal on  

  which it is being used; 

 

 (j) “Licence Tag” means an identification tag issued by the municipality showing  

  the licence number of a dog that has been declared a vicious animal under  

  this Bylaw; 

 

 (k) “Livestock” includes, but is not limited to: 
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  (i) horse, mule, ass, swine, emu, ostrich, llama, alpaca, sheep or goat; 

 

  (ii) domestically reared or kept deer, reindeer, moose, elk, or bison; 

 

  (iii) farm-bred, fur-bearing animals including foxes and mink; 

  

  (iv) animals of the bovine species; 

 

  (v) animals of the avian species including chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese  

   or pheasants; and 

 

  (vi) all other animals that are kept for agricultural purposes, but does not  

   include cats, dogs or other domesticated household pets; 

 

 (l) “Motor vehicle” has the same meaning as found in the Traffic Safety Act, RSA  

  2000, Chapter T-6 and the regulations thereunder, as amended or replaced  

  from time to time; 

 

(m) “Municipality” means the municipal corporation of Foothills County within the 

boundary thereof as the context requires; 

 

 (n) “Muzzle” means a humane device of sufficient strength placed over an   

  animal’s mouth to prevent it from biting; 

 

 (o) “Nuisance Animal” means an animal declared to be a Nuisance Animal by the  

  Protective Services Coordinator in accordance with Section 25 of this Bylaw; 

 

 (p) “Owner” means any natural person or body corporate: 

 

  (i) who has legal title to the animal; or 

 

  (ii) who has possession or custody, or care and control of the animal,   

   either temporarily or permanently; or 
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  (iii) who claims and receives an animal from the custody of the animal   

   services centre; or 

 

  (iv) to whom a licence tag was issued for an animal in accordance with   

   this Bylaw; or 

 

  (v) who harbours the animal, or allows the animal to remain on his   

   premises; or 

 

  (iv) who is the registered owner of a motor vehicle in which the animal is  

   found or any motor vehicle that is transporting an animal in or on. 

 

 (q) “Peace Officer” means a person engaged by the Municipality as a Community  

  Peace Officer, a Bylaw Enforcement Officer, a Designated Officer or a   

  member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to carry out the provisions of  

  this Bylaw; 

 

 (r) “Protective Services Coordinator” means the person appointed as the   

  Protective Services Coordinator and includes that person’s designate; 

 

 (s) “Provincial Court” means the Provincial Court of Alberta; 

 

 (t) “Running at Large” means: 

 

  (i) an animal which is not under the control of a person responsible by  

   means of a leash and is actually upon property other than the property  

   in respect of which the owner of the animal has the right of    

   occupation, 

 

  (ii) an animal which is under the control of a person responsible by means  

   of a leash and which causes damage to persons, property or other   

   animals; 

 

 (u) “Severe Injury” means any injury that requires medical attention excepting   

  wound cleaning and basic first aid and includes:  wounds requiring sutures or  
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  surgery, disfiguring or scarring lacerations, broken bones, severe sprains or  

  any other similar serious injury; 

 

 (v) “Trespasser” has the same meaning as found in the Trespass to Premises   

  Act, Chapter T-7, RSA 2000 as amended or replaced from time to time; 

 

 (w) “Unaltered Dog” means a dog that has not been spayed or neutered; 

 

 (x) “Vicious Animal” means any animal which has been declared to be a vicious  

  animal pursuant to the provisions of this Bylaw, pursuant to the provisions of  

  a Bylaw of another municipality, or any animal that has been the subject of an  

  order issued by a Justice pursuant to the Dangerous Dogs Act, R.S.A. 2000, c.  

  D-3, as amended or replaced from time to time; 

 

(y) “Working Dog” means any dog kept for the purposes of working, herding or 

guarding livestock that is actively working with a livestock operation in this regard. 

 

 

INTERPRETATION 

 

3. (1) Nothing in this Bylaw relieves a person from complying with any requirement  

  of any lawful permit, order or licence. 

 

 (2) Any heading or sub-headings in this Bylaw are included for guidance   

  purposes and convenience only, and shall not form part of this Bylaw. 

 

 (3) Where this Bylaw refers to another Act, Bylaw, Regulation or Agency, it   

  includes reference to any Act, Bylaw, Regulation or Agency that may amend  

  or be substituted therefore. 

 

 (4) All the Schedules attached to this Bylaw shall form a part of this Bylaw. 
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VICIOUS ANIMAL LICENSING 

 

4. (1) No person shall own or keep any vicious animal within the municipality unless  

  such vicious animal is licenced as provided in this Bylaw. 

 

 (2) The holder of a licence for a vicious animal must be eighteen (18) years of   

  age or  older. 

 

 (3) The owner of a vicious animal shall ensure that the vicious animal wears a   

  current licence purchased for that vicious animal, when the vicious animal is  

  off the property of the owner. 

 

 (4) The owner of a vicious animal shall obtain an annual licence for such vicious  

  animal at such times and in the manner as specified in Subsection 19 and   

  shall pay an annual fee as set out in Schedule ‘A’ of this Bylaw. 

 

 (5) The owner of a vicious animal shall: 

 

  (a) obtain a licence for such vicious animal on the first day on which the  

   municipal office is open for business after the animal has been   

   declared vicious; 

 

  (b) obtain a licence on the first day on which the municipal office is open  

   for business after he becomes the owner of the vicious animal; 

 

  (c) obtain a licence for the vicious animal on the day specified by the   

   Protective Services Coordinator each year. 

 

 

VICIOUS ANIMAL LICENCING INFORMATION 

 

5. (1) When applying for a vicious animal licence under this Bylaw, the owner shall  

  provide the following: 
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  (a) a description of the vicious animal including breed, name, gender and  

   age; 

 

  (b) the name, address and telephone number of the owner; 

 

  (c) if the owner is a body corporate, the name, address and telephone   

   number of the natural person responsible for the vicious animal; 

 

  (d) information establishing that the vicious animal is spayed or neutered; 

 

  (e) any other information which the Protective Services Coordinator may  

   require; and 

 

  (f) the annual licence fee for the vicious animal, as set out in Schedule ‘A’   

   of this Bylaw. 

 

 (2) No person shall give false information when applying for a vicious animal   

  licence pursuant to this Bylaw. 

 

(3) An owner shall forthwith notify a peace officer, employed by the municipality, of 

any change with respect to any information provided in an application for a 

licence under this Bylaw. 

 

REPLACEMENT OF LOST VICIOUS ANIMAL LICENCE 

 

6. Upon losing a vicious animal licence, an owner of a vicious animal may obtain a licence 

 replacement for a fee as set out in Schedule ‘A’ of this Bylaw. 

 

NON-TRANSFERABLE 

 

7. A vicious animal licence issued pursuant to this Bylaw is not transferable. 

 

NO REBATE 

 

8. No owner shall be entitled to a licence rebate under this Bylaw. 
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UNCERTIFIED CHEQUES 

 

9. Where a vicious animal licence required pursuant to this Bylaw has been paid for by the 

tender of an uncertified cheque, the licence: 

 

 (1) is issued subject to the cheque being accepted and cashed by the bank   

  without any mention of this condition being made on the licence; and 

 

 (2) is automatically revoked if the cheque is not accepted and cashed by the   

  bank on which it is issued. 

 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF OWNERS 

 

 

RUNNING AT LARGE 

 

10. The owner of an animal shall ensure that such animal is not running at large. 

 

 

UNATTENDED ANIMALS 

 

11. (1) The owner of an animal shall ensure that such animal shall not be left   

  unattended while tethered or tied on premises where the public has access,  

  whether the access is expressed or implied, in a manner that allows the   

  animal to interfere with the free movement of people accessing the premises. 

 

 (2) The owner of an animal left unattended in or on a motor vehicle shall ensure: 

 

  (a) the animal is restrained in a manner that prevents contact between  

   the animal and any member of the public; and 

 

  (b) the animal has suitable ventilation and is not subjected to injurious   

   heat or cold conditions when left unattended in that motor vehicle. 
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

 

12. The owner of an animal which is suffering from a communicable disease shall: 

 

 (a) not permit the animal to be in any public place; 

 

 (b) not keep the animal in contact with or in proximity to any other animal; 

 

 (c) keep the animal locked or tied up; and 

 

(d) immediately report the matter to the Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian 

(Alberta Animal Health and Assurance Branch) and the Protective Services 

Coordinator. 

 

 

 

 

NUISANCES 

 

REMOVING EXCREMENT 

 

13. (1) If an animal defecates on any public or private property other than the   

  property of its owner, the owner shall remove such feces immediately. 

 

 (2) If an animal is on any public or private property other than the property of its  

  owner, the owner shall have in his possession a suitable means of facilitating  

  the removal of the animal’s feces. 

 

 (3) The owner of an animal shall ensure that feces left by it on the property of   

  the owner does not accumulate to such an extent that it seriously interferes  

  with other property owners reasonable enjoyment of their property, due to  

  excessive odor and/or unsightliness. 
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NOISE 

 

14. (1) The owner of an animal shall ensure that such animal shall not excessively   

  bark, howl or otherwise make or cause excessive noise which disturbs any   

  person and unreasonably interferes with that person’s peaceful enjoyment of  

  his property. 

 

 (2) Whether or not any such barking, howling or other such noise is excessive   

  and unreasonably interferes with a person’s peaceful enjoyment of his   

  property is a question of fact to be determined by a Court hearing a   

  prosecution pursuant to this Section of the Bylaw. 

 

 

SCATTERING GARBAGE 

 

15. (1) The owner of an animal shall ensure that such animal shall not upset any   

  waste receptacle or scatter the contents thereof either in or about a street,  

  lane or other public property or in or about any premises not belonging to or  

  in the possession of the owner of the animal. 

 

 (2) The owner of an animal shall immediately return any such upset waste   

  receptacle to an upright position, and remove any contents that may have   

  been scattered in or about a street, lane, or other public property or in or   

  about any premises not belonging to or in the possession of the owner of the  

  animal, or contact the owner or occupant of premises where garbage has   

  been upset and scattered, so as not to further trespass upon such property. 

 

 

THREATENING BEHAVIOURS 

 

16. (1) The owner of an animal shall ensure that such animal shall not: 

 

  (a) bark at, or chase other animals, livestock, or other     

   domesticated household pets, in a threatening manner; 
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  (b) bark at, or chase bicycles, motor vehicles, or other vehicles; 

 

  (c) growl, lunge, snarl, chase or otherwise threaten a person or persons,  

   whether on the property of the owner or not, unless the person chased  

   or threatened is a trespasser on the property of the owner; 

 

  (d) bite or cause damage to property, animals, livestock or other   

   domesticated household pets, whether on the property of the owner or  

   not; 

 

(e) do any act other than biting or attacking, that injures a person or persons 

whether on the property of the owner or not, unless the person injured is 

a trespasser on the property of the owner; 

 

  (f) bite a person or persons, whether on the property of the owner or not,  

   unless the person bitten is a trespasser on the property of the owner; 

 

  (g) attack a person or persons, whether on the property of the owner or  

   not, unless the person attacked is a trespasser on the property of the  

   owner; 

 

(h) bite or attack a person or persons, whether on the property of the owner 

or not, causing severe injury, unless the person bitten or attacked is a 

trespasser on the property of the owner; 

 

  (i) cause severe injury to an animal, livestock or other     

   domesticated  household pets; 

 

  (j) cause death to another animal, livestock or other     

   domesticated  household pets. 

 

 (2) No owner shall use or direct an animal to attack, chase, harass or threaten a  

  person, animal, livestock or other domesticated household pets. 

 

 



 

Page 12 of 38 
 

(3) Notwithstanding subsections 16(1)(a), 16(1)(d) and 16(2), a working dog that is 

actively working with a livestock operation, following generally accepted practices 

of livestock management, is exempted. 

  

 

HEARINGS AND ORDERS 

 

VICIOUS ANIMALS 

 

17. (1) The owner of an animal alleged to be a vicious animal, shall be provided   

  notice  of a hearing for determination by the Provincial Court not less than ten  

  (10) days before the date of the hearing. 

 

(2) The Protective Services Coordinator may order the owner of an animal alleged to 

be a vicious animal to surrender the animal to a Peace Officer and the animal shall 

be taken and held in an animal services centre, for the purposes of completing a 

behavioural assessment, at the owner’s cost, pending the outcome of the hearing 

and any appeals. 

 

 (3) The Protective Services Coordinator may allow the owner to keep possession  

  of an animal alleged to be a vicious animal, pending the outcome and   

  disposition of  the hearing in Provincial Court and any related appeals, by   

  issuing interim contain and control conditions, which in the opinion of the   

  Protective Services Coordinator, ensures the safety of the public. 

 

 (4) The owner of an alleged vicious animal shall comply with a surrender order  

  made by the Protective Services Coordinator, or any interim contain and   

  control conditions prescribed by the Protective Services Coordinator pursuant  

  to this section. 

 

 

18. (1) Upon hearing the evidence, the Justice shall make an order in a summary way  

  declaring the animal as a vicious animal if the Justice finds as a fact that the  

  animal has caused severe injury to a person, whether on public or private   

  property. 
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 (2) Upon hearing the evidence, the Justice may make an order declaring the   

  animal a vicious animal or order the animal destroyed, or both, if in the   

  opinion of the Justice, the animal poses an unreasonable risk to public safety  

  due to the animal’s potential to cause serious damage or injury to persons,  

  property or other animals, livestock or other domesticated household   

  pets, taking into account the following factors: 

 

  (a) whether the animal, when unprovoked, has shown a tendency to   

   pursue, chase or approach in a menacing fashion any person or   

   persons or other animal, livestock or other domesticated    

   household pets upon the street, sidewalk or on any public or private  

   property; 

 

  (b) whether the animal has attempted to bite, or has bitten any person or  

   animal, livestock or other domesticated household pets; 

 

  (c) whether the animal has injured, attacked or caused severe injury to  

   any person or animal, livestock or other domesticated    

   household pets; 

 

  (d) the aggression scale classification made by a Peace Officer pursuant  

   to Section 27, as found in Schedule ‘D’.  (Dunbar Scale) 

 

  (e) the circumstances surrounding any previous biting, attacking, or   

   injuring incidents; 

 

  (f) whether the animal has caused death to another animal,   

   livestock or other domesticated household pet. 

 

 

 (3) The order of a Justice declaring an animal vicious shall embody all of the   

  requirements in Sections 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24. 
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 (4) A vicious animal order pursuant to this Bylaw continues to apply if the animal  

  is sold, given or transferred to a new owner. 

 

 (5) The owner of a vicious or dangerous dog must immediately notify the   

  Protective Services Coordinator upon relocating within or to the municipality.   

  The Protective Services Coordinator may take cognizance of an order issued  

  in another jurisdiction and direct that the order applies within the municipality. 

 

 

REGULATIONS 

 

19. (1) Prior to a licence tag being issued, the owner of a vicious animal shall within  

  ten (10) days after the animal has been declared vicious: 

 

  (a) have a licenced veterinarian tattoo or implant an electronic    

   identification  microchip in or on the vicious animal identifying the  

   animal with a unique identifier to the animal; 

 

  (b) provide the information contained on the tattoo or in the microchip to  

   a Peace Officer; and 

 

  (c) if the vicious animal is not spayed or neutered, have the vicious animal  

   spayed or neutered. 

 

 

20. (1) The owner of a vicious animal shall: 

 

(a) forthwith notify a Peace Officer, employed by the municipality, should the 

vicious animal be sold, gifted, or transferred to another person or die; and 

 

(b) remain liable for the actions of the vicious animal until formal notification 

of the sale, gift or transfer is given to a Peace Officer pursuant to 

subsection 20(1)(a). 
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21. (1) The owner of a vicious animal shall ensure that such vicious animal does not  

  engage in any threatening behaviours prohibited by Section 16 of this Bylaw. 

 

 (2) The owner of a vicious animal shall ensure that such vicious animal does not  

  damage or destroy public or private property. 

 

 (3) The owner of a vicious animal shall ensure that such vicious animal is not   

  running at large. 

 

 (4) The owner of a vicious animal shall forthwith notify a Peace Officer of the   

  vicious animal running at large. 

 

 

22. (1) The owner of a vicious animal shall ensure that when such vicious animal is  

  on the property of the owner such vicious animal is: 

 

  (a) confined indoors and under the control of a person eighteen (18) years  

   of age or older; or 

 

  (b) when such vicious animal is outdoors, such vicious animal is: 

 

   (i) in a locked pen or other structure, constructed pursuant to   

    Section 23 in order to prevent the escape of the vicious animal,  

    and capable of preventing the entry of any person not in control  

    of the vicious animal; or 

 

   (ii) securely muzzled, and under the control of a person eighteen  

    (18) years of age or older by means of a leash not exceeding  

    one (1) meter in length in a manner that prevents it from being  

    in contravention of Section 16 of this Bylaw. 

 

 (2) The owner of a vicious animal shall ensure that at all times, when off the   

  property of the owner, such vicious animal is securely: 

 

  (a) muzzled; and 
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  (b) harnessed or leashed on a lead which length shall not exceed one (1)  

   meter in a manner that prevents it from being in contravention of   

   Section 16 of this Bylaw, as well as preventing damage to public or   

   private property; and 

 

  (c) under the control of a person eighteen (18) years of age or older. 

 

 

23. (1) The owner of a vicious animal shall ensure that the locked pen or other   

  structure: 

 

  (a) shall have secure sides and a secure top, and if it has no bottom   

   secured to the sides, the sides must be embedded in the ground to a  

   minimum depth of thirty (30) centimeters; 

 

  (b) shall provide the vicious animal with shelter from the elements; 

 

  (c) shall be of the minimum dimensions of one and one-half (1.5) meters  

   by three (3) meters and be a minimum one and one-half (1.5) meters  

   in height;  

 

  (d) is located on the property of the owner in a manner that complies with  

   the provisions of the municipality’s Land Use Bylaw, as amended or  

   replaced from time to time. 

 

 

24. (1) The owner of a vicious animal shall, within ten (10) days of the date of the   

  order declaring the animal to be vicious, display a sign on his premises   

  warning of the presence of the vicious animal in the form illustrated in   

  Schedule ‘F’. 

 

 (2) A sign required by Subsection 24(1) shall be placed at each entrance to the  

  premises where the vicious animal is kept and on the pen or other structure in  

  which the vicious animal is confined. 
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 (3) A sign required by Subsection 24(1) shall be posted to be clearly visible and  

  capable of being seen by any person accessing the premises. 

 

 

NUISANCE ANIMALS 

 

25. (1) The Protective Services Coordinator may declare an animal to be a nuisance  

  animal; 

 

  (a) in declaring an animal to be a nuisance animal, the Protective Services  

   Coordinator shall have regard to Sections 10, 14, 15, and 16 of this   

   Bylaw and any other matter which in the opinion of the Protective   

   Services Coordinator is relevant including whether the animal’s   

   behaviour or actions have resulted in contraventions of this bylaw   

   more than once. 

 

 (2) The Protective Services Coordinator may apply such conditions on the owner  

  and animal as deemed appropriate to eliminate the nuisance. 

 

 (3) The declaration of an animal as a nuisance animal shall be reviewed annually  

  by the Protective Services Coordinator, taking into account Subsection 25(1)  

  and may be continued, with or without conditions, or revoked. 

 

 (4) The owner of an animal shall comply with all conditions set out in a nuisance  

  animal declaration made by the Protective Services Coordinator pursuant to  

  this section. 

 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL OPERATIONS 

 

NOTICE TO CONTAIN AND CONTROL 

 

26. (1) The Protective Services Coordinator may allow an owner to keep possession  

  of an animal alleged to have been engaged in any threatening behaviour as  
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  set out in Section 16 of this Bylaw by serving a notice with contain and   

  control conditions which, in the opinion of the Protective Services    

  Coordinator, ensures the safety of the public. 

 

 (2) The contain and control conditions shall be reviewed annually by the   

  Protective Services Coordinator, taking into account any further    

  contraventions of this Bylaw and may be continued, revised or revoked. 

 

 (3) The owner of an animal shall comply with all contain and control conditions  

  set out in a notice issued by the Protective Services Coordinator pursuant to  

  this section. 

 

 

AGGRESSION SCALE CLASSIFICATION 

 

27. A Peace Officer investigating a complaint involving the threatening behaviour of an  

 animal shall classify the behaviour by means of reference to the Dr. Ian Dunbar’s 

 Aggression Scale, which is set out in Schedule ‘D’ of this Bylaw. 

 

SEIZURE 

 

28. (1) A Peace Officer may seize, retain and take to an animal services centre any  

  animal, nuisance animal or vicious animal: 

 

  (a) which is found running at large; or 

 

  (b) which is alleged to have engaged in any threatening behaviours set out  

   in Section 16 of this Bylaw; or 

 

(c) pending the outcome of a behavioural assessment and/or an application 

to declare the animal to be a  vicious animal or to destroy the animal; or 

 

(d) which is alleged to have contravened a provision of a contain and control 

notice or an interim contain and control notice; or 
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  (e) which is required to be impounded pursuant to the provisions of any  

   Statute of Canada or of the Province of Alberta, or any Regulation   

   made thereunder. 

 

 (2) A Peace Officer may enter onto any property surrounding any building,   

  whether or not such property is enclosed by a fence or other such enclosure,  

  and seize any animal which has been observed running at large and is alleged  

  to have been exhibiting threatening behaviour as set out in Section 16 of this  

  Bylaw and to take such reasonable measures necessary to subdue any such  

  animal, including the use of tranquilizer equipment and other capture devices,  

  and take such animal to an animal services centre. 

 

 

OBSTRUCTION AND INTERFERENCE 

 

29. (1) No person, whether or not that person is the owner of an animal, nuisance 

 animal, or vicious animal, which is being pursued or has been pursued or seized 

 by a peace officer shall: 

 

  (a) interfere with or attempt to obstruct a Peace Officer who is attempting  

   to seize or who has seized an animal which is subject to seizure; 

 

  (b) open any vehicle in which a seized animal has been placed; or 

 

  (c) remove, or attempt to remove, from the animal services centre and/or  

   the possession of a Peace Officer, any animal which has been seized. 

 

 (2) No person shall: 

 

  (a) untie, loosen or otherwise free an animal which has been tied or   

   otherwise restrained; 

  

  (b) negligently or willfully open a gate, door or other opening in a fence or  

   enclosure in which an animal has been confined and thereby allow the  

   animal to run at large in the municipality; 



 

Page 20 of 38 
 

 

  (c) entice an animal to run at large; 

 

  (d) tease an animal caught or confined in an enclosed space; 

 

  (e) throw or poke any object into an enclosed space when an animal is  

   caught or confined therein; 

 

  (f) provide false information to or obstruct a Peace Officer. 

 

30. Section 29 shall not apply to a Peace Officer who is attempting to seize or who has  

 seized an animal which is subject to seizure pursuant to this Bylaw. 

 

NOTIFICATIONS 

 

31. (1) If a Peace Officer knows or can ascertain the name of the owner of any seized  

  animal, he shall serve the owner with a copy of the Notice in Schedule ‘E’ of  

  this Bylaw, either personally or by leaving it with any adult person at, or by   

  mailing it to or by leaving it at, the last known address of the owner. 

 

 (2) An owner of an animal to whom a Notice is mailed pursuant to Subsection  

  31(1) is deemed to have received a Notice within seven (7) days from the   

  date it is mailed.  A Notice served personally on the owner or any adult person  

  at the last known address of the owner shall be deemed to be served on the  

  day of service. 

 

 

RECLAIMING 

 

32. (1)  Subject to the provisions of subsection 35, the owner of any seized animal, 

 nuisance animal or vicious animal may reclaim the animal, nuisance animal   

or vicious animal by: 
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(a) paying to the municipality the costs of any behavioural assessments, 

impoundment, any care, subsistence or veterinary charges incurred as set 

out in Schedule ‘A’ of this Bylaw; 

 

  (b) where a licence is required under this Bylaw, obtaining the licence for  

   such animal, nuisance animal or vicious animal; 

 

  (c) complying with any and all provisions which may be imposed in   

   accordance with this Bylaw. 

 

INSPECTIONS 

 

33. Subject to the entry notice provisions of the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000, c. M-

26, a Peace Officer of the municipality, who has been appointed as a Designated Officer, 

bearing proper identification, may enter a premises to conduct an inspection in order to 

determine whether or not this Bylaw or an order issued pursuant to this Bylaw is being 

complied with and, where it is determined that this Bylaw or an order has been 

contravened, may seize and remove from the premises an animal and take the animal to 

an animal services centre. 

 

34. No person shall interfere with or attempt to obstruct a Peace Officer, who is 

 attempting to conduct an inspection or seizure of an animal pursuant to section 33. 

 

 

AUTHORITY OF THE PROTECTIVE SERVICES COORDINATOR 

 

35. (1) The Protective Services Coordinator may: 

 

  (a) receive animals into protective care at an animal services centre   

   arising from an emergency due to fire, flood or other reasons; 

 

  (b) retain animals temporarily at an animal services centre; 
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(c) charge the owner fees, pursuant to Schedule ‘A’, costs of behavioural 

assessments, impoundment, any care, subsistence or veterinary charges 

incurred as set out in Schedule ‘A’ of this Bylaw; 

 

  (d) at the end of the protective care period, if no other arrangements are  

   made between the owner and the Protective Services Coordinator or  

   the owner cannot be ascertained, treat such animals as seized   

   animals; 

 

  (e) offer for sale, euthanize or otherwise dispose of all unclaimed animals  

   which have been seized or deemed to be seized. 

 

 (2) The Protective Services Coordinator shall not sell, euthanize, or otherwise   

  dispose of a seized animal until an animal is retained in the animal services  

  centre for: 

 

  (a) seven (7) days after the owner has received notice or is deemed by   

   Subsection 31 to have received notice that the animal has been   

   seized; or 

 

  (b) seventy-two (72) hours, if the name and address of the owner is not  

   known. 

 

(3) The Protective Services Coordinator, may retain a seized animal for a longer 

period if in his opinion, the circumstances warrant the expense or there are 

reasonable grounds to believe that the seized animal is a continued danger to a 

person, animal, livestock or other domesticated household pets or property. 

 

EUTHANIZING DUE TO INJURY 

 

36. Any veterinarian, being properly and fully qualified as required by the Province of 

 Alberta, may destroy any animal delivered to the veterinarian after injury to the animal, 

 providing the injury is determined by the veterinarian to be of such serious nature, 

 based upon his professional opinion, that the animal must be destroyed immediately 

 and such costs of destruction may be billed to the municipality and the municipality is at 
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 liberty to take all steps considered necessary to recover such costs from the owner of 

 the animal. 

 

REQUIRE SPAY / NEUTER 

 

37. The Protective Services Coordinator may, before selling an unclaimed seized animal,  

 require that the animal be spayed or neutered. 

 

FEE FOR EUTHANIZING 

 

38. When the Protective Services Coordinator decides to euthanize a seized animal 

 pursuant to this Bylaw, the owner shall pay to the municipality a fee as set out in 

 Schedule ‘A’ of this Bylaw. 

 

FULL RIGHT AND TITLE 

 

39. The purchaser of a seized animal pursuant to the provisions of this Bylaw shall obtain 

 full right and title to the animal and the right and title of the former owner of the animal 

 shall cease thereupon. 

 

GENERAL PENALTY PROVISIONS 

 

40. (1) Every owner of an animal who contravenes any of the provisions of this Bylaw  

  by: 

 

  (a) doing any act or thing which the person is prohibited from doing; or 

 

  (b) failing to do any act or thing the person is required to do,  

 

  is guilty of an offence. 

 

(2) Any person who is convicted of an offence pursuant to this Bylaw is liable on 

summary conviction to a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) and 

in default of payment of any fine imposed, to imprisonment for not more than 

one (1) year. 
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VIOLATION TICKETS AND PENALTIES 

 

41. (1) Where a Peace Officer believes that a person has contravened any provision  

  of this Bylaw, he may commence proceedings by issuing a violation ticket in  

  accordance with the Provincial Offences Procedure Act, R.S.A. 2000, c.P-34,  

  as amended or replaced from time to time. 

 

 (2) The specified penalty payable in respect of a contravention of any provision of  

  this Bylaw is the amount shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this Bylaw in respect of   

  that provision. 

 

 (3) The minimum penalty payable in respect of a contravention of a provision of  

  this Bylaw is the amount shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this Bylaw in respect of   

  that provision. 

 

 (4) Notwithstanding subsection 41(2): 

 

  (a) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw twice within one (1) twelve (12) month period the specified  

   penalty payable in respect of the second offence is double the amount  

   shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this Bylaw in respect of that provision; and 

 

  (b) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw three (3) or more times within one (1) twelve (12) month   

   period, the specified penalty payable in respect of the third or   

   subsequent offence is triple the amount shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this  

   Bylaw in respect of that provision. 

 

 (5) Notwithstanding subsection 41(3): 

 

  (a) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw twice within one (1) twelve (12) month period, the minimum  

   penalty payable in respect of the second offence is double the amount  

   shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this Bylaw in respect of that provision; and 
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  (b) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw three (3) or more times within one (1) twelve (12) month   

   period, the minimum penalty payable in respect of the third or   

   subsequent offence is triple the amount shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this  

   Bylaw in respect of that provision. 

 

 (6) Notwithstanding subsections 41(2) and 41(4), if an animal has been declared  

  to be a nuisance animal, and where, subsequent to the declaration, any   

  person is in contravention of any provision of this Bylaw in respect of that   

  animal, the specified penalty payable in respect of the offence is double the  

  amount shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this Bylaw in respect of that provision. 

 

 

 (7) Notwithstanding subsections 41(3) and 41(5), if an animal has been declared  

  to be a nuisance animal, and where, subsequent to the declaration any   

  person is in contravention of any provision of this Bylaw in respect of that   

  animal, the minimum penalty payable in respect of the offence is double the  

  amount shown in Schedule ‘B’ of this Bylaw in respect of that provision. 

 

 

 

VICIOUS ANIMAL FINES 

 

42. (1) Subsections 41(2) (3) (4) (5) (6) and (7) do not apply to vicious animals. 

 

 

 (2) The specified penalty on summary conviction in respect to a contravention of  

  this Bylaw with respect to vicious animals shall be the amounts as shown in  

  Schedule ‘C’ of this Bylaw regarding vicious animals. 

 

 

 (3) The minimum fines on summary conviction in respect to a contravention of  

  this Bylaw with respect to vicious animals shall be the amounts s shown in   

  Schedule ‘C’ of this Bylaw regarding vicious animals. 

 



 

Page 26 of 38 
 

 (4) Notwithstanding subsection 42(2): 

 

  (a) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw twice within one (1) twelve (12) month period, the specified  

   penalty payable in respect of the second offence is double the amount  

   shown in Schedule ‘C’ of this Bylaw in respect of that provision; and 

 

  (b) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw three (3) or more times within one (1) twelve (12) month   

   period, the specified penalty payable in respect of the third or   

   subsequent offence is triple the amount shown in Schedule ‘C’ of this  

   Bylaw in respect of that provision. 

 

 (5) Notwithstanding subsection 42(3): 

 

  (a) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw twice within one (1) twelve (12) month period, the minimum  

   penalty payable in respect of the second offence is double the amount  

   shown in Schedule ‘C’ of this Bylaw in respect of that provision; and 

 

  (b) where any person has been in contravention of the same provision of  

   this Bylaw three (3) or more times within one (1) twelve (12) month   

   period, the minimum penalty payable in respect of the third or   

   subsequent offence is triple the amount shown in Schedule ‘C’ of this  

   Bylaw in respect of that provision. 

 

 

CONTINUING OFFENCES 

 

43. In the case of an offence that is of a continuing nature, a contravention constitutes a 

 separate offence in respect of each day, or part of a day, on which the offence 

 continues. 
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MANDATORY COURT OR INFORMATION 

 

44. No provision of this Bylaw shall prevent any Peace Officer from issuing a violation  ticket 

requiring the court appearance of the defendant, pursuant to the provisions of the 

Provincial Offences Procedure Act, R.S.A. 2000, c.P-34, as amended or replaced from time 

to time, or from laying an information instead of issuing a violation ticket. 

 

LIABILITY FOR FEES 

 

45. The levying and payment of any fine or the imprisonment for any period provided in 

 this Bylaw shall not relieve a person from the necessity of paying any fees, charges 

 or costs from which he is liable under the provisions of this Bylaw. 

 

 

ORDERS BY A JUSTICE 

 

46. (1) A Justice, after convicting an owner of an offence under this Bylaw may, in   

  addition to the penalties provided in this Bylaw, if the Justice considers the   

  offence sufficiently serious, direct, order or declare one or more of the   

  following: 

 

  (a) that the owner prevent the animal from doing mischief or causing the  

   disturbance or nuisance complained of;  

 

  (b) that the owner have the animal removed from the municipality; 

 

  (c) that the animal is a vicious animal; 

 

  (d) that the animal be humanely destroyed; 

 

  (e) that the owner be prohibited from owning any animal for a specified  

   period of time; or 
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  (f) make such other order, direction or declaration that in the opinion of  

   the Justice, is necessary to protect the public, animals,   

   livestock or other domesticated household pets from the animal. 

 

 (2) When a Justice considers making a direction, order or declaration pursuant to  

  this section, the Justice shall take into account the factors set out in Section  

  18 of this Bylaw. 

 

 

PROOF OF LICENCE 

 

47.   The onus of proving a person has a valid and subsisting licence is on the person 

 alleging the licence. 

 

CERTIFIED COPY OF RECORDS 

 

48. A copy of a record of the municipality, certified by the person duly appointed as the 

 Designated Officer for the same as a true copy of the original, shall be admitted in 

 evidence as prima facie proof of the facts stated in the record without proof of the 

 appointment or signature of the person signing it. 

 

GENERAL 

 

49. Schedules ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’, ‘D’, ‘E’ and ‘F’ as attached, form a part of this Bylaw. 

 

50. Any owner who has been informed that: 

 

 (a)  any licence issued under this Bylaw has been revoked or cancelled; or 

 

 (b) the animal has been determined to be a nuisance animal 

 

may appeal the determination to the Protective Services Coordinator, in writing, 

within  fourteen (14) days of being notified that the licence has been revoked or 

cancelled, or that the animal has been determined to be a nuisance animal. 
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51. Within thirty (30) days of receiving a notice of appeal by an owner pursuant to section 

 50, the Protective Services Coordinator shall review the revocation or declaration and 

 receive such information as in the opinion of the Protective Services Coordinator, is 

 relevant and determine whether there are just and reasonable grounds to revoke or 

 cancel a licence or confirm or revoke the nuisance animal declaration and the decision 

 of the Protective Services Coordinator shall be final. 

 

52. No action for damages shall be taken against the municipality or any person acting 

 under the authority of this Bylaw in respect of the destruction, sale or other disposal 

 of any animal seized pursuant to this Bylaw. 

 

53. It is the intention of the Council of the municipality that each section of this Bylaw should 

be considered as being separate and severable from all other sections.  Should any 

section or part be found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, it is intended that 

the invalid section or part shall be severable, and the remainder of the Bylaw will remain 

in effect. 

 

54. It is the intention of the Council of the municipality that all offences created 

 pursuant to this Bylaw be construed and considered as being Strict Liability 

 Offences. 

 

55. This Bylaw shall come into full force and effect upon the date of the third and final 

reading and bylaw #86/2010 is hereby repealed upon this Bylaw coming into effect. 

 

 

Read a first time: February 27, 2019 

 

Read a second time March 13, 2019 

 

Read a third time March 13, 2019 
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SCHEDULE ‘A’ 

FEES 

 

First impoundment –per animal $80.00 

Second impoundment – per animal  (within twelve (12) months)  $100.00 

Third impoundment – per animal  (within twelve (12) months)  $150.00 

Fourth and subsequent impoundment – per animal  (within twelve (12) 

months) 

$250.00 

Care and subsistence each full day of impoundment  

(not including intake or release day) 

Market daily rate as 

set by Animal 

Services Centre 

Vicious animal licence fee (annual) $250.00 

Replacement vicious animal tag $10.00 

Veterinary services Amount expended 

Destruction of dog Amount expended 

Behavioural Assessment Amount expended 

 

Amount(s) to be paid to Foothills County or the Animal Services Centre, by the owner of the 

animal in order to reclaim an animal 
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SCHEDULE ‘B’ 

OFFENCE PENALTIES 
 

 

SECTION OFFENCE MINIMUM 

PENALTY 

SPECIFIED 

PENALTY 

10 Animal Running at Large 

 

$250.00 $300.00 

11(1) Leave animal unattended that 

interferes with public access to 

premises 

$200.00 $250.00 

11(2)(a) Unattended animal improperly 

restrained in / on motor vehicle 

$200.00 $250.00 

11(2)(b) Unattended animal subjected to 

injurious heat / cold in motor 

vehicle 

$300.00 $500.00 

12(d) Fail to report suspected case of 

communicable disease 

$200.00 $250.00 

13(1) Fail to remove animal feces 

 

$200.00 $300.00 

13(2) No suitable means to remove feces 

 

$100.00 $150.00 

13(3) Excessive accumulation of feces on 

property of owner 

$300.00 $500.00 

14(1) Animal make / cause excessive 

noise 

$250.00 $300.00 

15(1) Animal scatter garbage $150.00 $200.00 

16(1)(a) Animal bark at / chase animals, 

livestock, other domesticated 

household pets 

$200.00 $300.00 

16(1)(b) Animal bark at / chase bicycles, 

motor vehicles, other vehicles 

$300.00 $400.00 

16(1)(c) Animal growl / lunge / snarl / chase 

/ threaten a person 

$350.00 $450.00 
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SECTION OFFENCE MINIMUM 

PENALTY 

SPECIFIED 

PENALTY 

16(1)(d) Animal bite / cause damage to 

property, animals, livestock, 

domesticated  pets 

$400.00 $500.00 

16(1)(e) Animal injure a person $500.00 $600.00 

16(1)(f) Animal bite a person 

 

$600.00 $700.00 

16(1)(g) Animal attack a person 

 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

16(1)(h) Animal bite / attack a person 

causing severe injury 

$1500.00 $2000.00 

16(1)(i) Animal cause severe injury to 

animal, livestock or domesticated 

household pet 

$500.00 $800.00 

16(1)(j) Animal cause death to animal, 

livestock, domesticated household 

pet 

$900.00 $1200.00 

16(2) Direct animal to attack / chase / 

harass / threaten a person, animal, 

livestock, domesticated household 

pet 

$500.00 $800.00 

25(4) Fail to obey nuisance animal 

conditions 

$400.00 $650.00 

26(3) Fail to obey contain and control 

conditions 

$600.00 $850.00 

29(1)(a) Obstruct or interfere with peace 

officer - seizure 

$800.00 $1000.00 

29(1)(b) Open vehicle in which seized 

animals have been placed 

$600.00 $850.00 

29(1)(c) Remove or attempt to remove 

seized animal 

$600.00 $850.00 

29(2)(a) Untie / loosen / free restrained 

animal 

$250.00 $500.00 
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SECTION 

 

OFFENCE MINIMUM 

PENALTY 

SPECIFIED 

PENALTY 

29(2)(b) Open gate / door / opening in 

fence or enclosure allowing animal 

to run at large 

$250.00 $500.00 

29(2)(c) Entice an animal to run at large $250.00 $500.00 

29(2)(d) Tease an animal in an enclosure $250.00 $500.00 

29(2)(e) Throw / poke object at animal in an 

enclosure 

$250.00 $500.00 

29(2)(f) Provide false information / obstruct 

peace officer 

$800.00 $1000.00 

34 Interfere with / obstruct a 

designated officer / peace officer 

$800.00 $1000.00 
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SCHEDULE ‘C’ 

VICIOUS ANIMAL OFFENCE PENALTIES 
 

 

SECTION OFFENCE MINIMUM 

PENALTY 

SPECIFIED 

PENALTY 

4(1) Unlicenced vicious animal $1000.00 $1500.00 

4(3) Vicious animal not wear licence tag 

 

$500.00 $650.00 

5(2) Provide false information on vicious 

dog licence application 

$500.00 $650.00 

17(4) Fail to comply with surrender order 

/ interim contain and control 

conditions – alleged vicious animal 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

18(5) Owner fail to notify Protective 

Services Coordinator of relocation 

$500.00 $650.00 

19(1)(a) Fail to  tattoo / implant microchip 

on / in vicious animal 

$500.00 $650.00 

19(1)(b) Fail to provide tattoo / microchip 

information to peace officer 

$500.00 $650.00 

19(1)(c) Fail to have vicious animal spayed / 

neutered 

$500.00 $650.00 

20(1)(a) Fail to notify peace officer of sale 

gift/transfer death vicious animal 

$250.00 $500.00 

21(1) Vicious animal conduct threatening 

behaviour 

$2000.00 $3000.00 

21(2) Vicious animal damage/destroy 

property 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

21(3) Vicious animal running at large $1000.00 $1500.00 

21(4) Fail to notify peace officer of vicious 

animal running at large 

$600.00 $800.00 

22(1)(a) Fail to keep vicious animal confined 

indoors and under control by 

person 18 yrs of age or older 

$1000.00 $1500.00 



 

Page 35 of 38 
 

SECTION  OFFENCE  MINIMUM 

PENALTY  

SPECIFIED 

PENALTY  

22(1)(b)(i) Fail to keep vicious animal confined 

on property of owner 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

22(1)(b)(ii) Fail to keep vicious animal muzzled 

on property of owner 

 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

22(2)(a) Fail to keep vicious animal muzzled 

when off property of owner 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

22(2)(b) Fail to keep vicious animal 

harnessed / leashed properly when 

off property of owner 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

22(2)(c) Vicious animal not under control of 

a person at least 18 yrs old when off 

property of owner 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

23 Improper locked pen or structure 

for vicious animal 

$1000.00 $1500.00 

24 Fail to post / properly post vicious 

animal sign 

 

$1000.00 $1500.00 
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SCHEDULE ‘D’ 

DR. IAN DUNBAR’S AGGRESSION SCALE 

 

Assessment of the severity of biting problems based on an objective 

evaluation of wound pathology 

 

Level 1 Dog growls, lunges, snarls – no teeth touch skin. 

Mostly intimidation and / or threatening behaviour. 

Level 2 Teeth touch skin but no puncture.  May have red mark and/or minor bruise 

from dog’s head or snout, may have minor scratches from paws and/or 

nails.  Minor surface abrasions or lacerations. 

Level 3 Punctures one (1) to three (3) holes, single bite.  No tearing or slashes.  

Victim not shaken side to side.  Bruising. 

Level 3.5 Multiple Level 3 bites. 

Level 4 Two (2) to four (4) holes from a single bite, typically contact and/or 

punctures from more than canines, considerable bruising.  Black bruising, 

tears and/or slashing wounds.  Dog clamped down and held and/or shook 

head from side to side. 

Level 5 Multiple Bites at Level 4 or above.  A concerted, repeated attack causing 

severe injury. 

Level 6 Any bite resulting in death of an animal 

 

This scale was developed by Dr. Ian Dunbar, PHD. B VetMed, MRCVS, of Berkeley California.  

From his studies Dr. Dunbar has been able to separate and classify bites into a generalized six 

level assessment protocol.  This scale is used as a standard throughout the world in canine 

aggression investigations and behaviour assessment. 
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SCHEDULE ‘E 

NOTICE OF SEIZURE 

 

 

NOTICE OF SEIZURE / IMPOUNDMENT 
  
 
 
DATE:_________________________ TIME:_______________________ 
 
TO: _______________________________________________________________ 
 (Name) 

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 (Address) 
 

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF DOG 
 
Breed:____________________ Colour:_______________   Sex:________  Tag #:_________ 
  

 
 
You are hereby notified that a dog registered under the above address, or a dog bearing no 
identification, but is believed to belong to you, has been seized / impounded pursuant to 
the provisions of Foothills County Responsible Dog Ownership Bylaw # 15/2019.   
 
Unless the said dog is claimed and all fees / charges are paid on or before 
_____________________________, 20____, the said dog will be sold, destroyed or otherwise disposed 
of pursuant to the said Bylaw. 
 
 
Officer Name 
And Contact Information 
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SCHEDULE ‘F’ 

VICIOUS ANIMAL SIGN 

WARNING! 
 

VICIOUS  
DOG ON  

PREMISES 
 

 
Foothills County 

 
Responsible Dog  
Ownership Bylaw 

# 15/2019 
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