
 
 

Municipal Process regarding the Establishment of Riparian Setbacks 
 

Process Steps 
 

1. The Riparian Setback Matrix and Developers Guide are provided as part of the 
package of information to applicants contemplating subdivision and development 
of their lands. Applicants are asked to ensure the full extent of all water features 
are shown on their site plan and to contemplate what the implications of a 
maximum setback of 75 metres would be to their intended building location.    

 
2. Subsequent to a public hearing and as a condition of 1st reading, Council, at their 

discretion, may choose to impose one of the following directives: 
a) impose the maximum setback of 75 metres to the water feature and 

request a revised site plan showing the required developable area of land 
outside the setback(s);  

b) impose a setback greater than the maximum and request a revised site 
plan showing the required developable area of land outside the 
setback(s);  

c) Allow the applicant to undertake the investigation to determine what the 
appropriate setback would be to the water feature in accordance with the 
requirements of the RSM. The applicant would be directed to provide the 
results of the investigation as well as a revised site plan showing the 
required developable area of land outside the setback(s);  

d) Council may choose to not impose any additional setback to a water 
feature beyond the requirements of the Land Use Bylaw.  

 
3. If Council allows the applicant to undertake the RSM investigation, as per 2(c) 

above, staff will bring all the information and the revised site plan back to Council 
for confirmation and/or direction.  

 
4. In all cases, before 3rd reading of a Bylaw, Council may provide direction on the 

method of conservation of the setback area, as it is important to ensure that the 
method be noted on the revised site plan. While the RSM suggests the use of 
Environmental Reserve, staff suggests that a minimum of 6 meters of ER and the 
balance in ERE as the primary tools for the protection of the setback area. 
Alternatively, Council may choose to impose a setback using a development 
permit process, a conservation easement or the designation of Environmental 
Protection District.  

 
5. In all cases, before 3rd reading of a Bylaw, Council may provide direction on what 

lands the setback will be imposed. Council may wish to impose the setback on 
only the proposed parcel(s) and not the balance lands under certain 
circumstances. Council may alternatively choose to impose the setback and the 
method of conservation on the entire property.  

 
 

Please Note: The RSMM and Developer’s Guide will be edited accordingly to come 
into full alignment with the MD process as set out above.  


