
CALGARY METROPOLITAN REGION BOARD – GROWTH PLAN  
 
 
The supermajority voting structure of the CMRB grants control over planning and growth 
in rural municipalities by urban municipalities. Regardless of the mandate of the Board 
as noted in the CRMB regulation 3(1)(a), the Board has not strived towards consensus 
on any decision associated with the Growth Plan. The Board has dismissed the rural 
municipality’s concerns and objections and the urban municipalities have voted as a 
block against the rural ones, thereby controlling all decisions. Foothills County Council 
fundamentally disagrees with the guidance and policies within Section 3.1. of Growth 
Plan. This section of the Growth Plan generates significant red tape, limits economic 
opportunities in rural municipalities and promotes municipal conflict. These policies 
demand a significant amount of additional work be undertaken that Foothills feels will 
have no benefit to our ratepayers and will not create better outcomes for the region. The 
growth plan creates uncertainty in the development industry by requiring that all 
Statutory Plans meet the requirements of the Growth Plan prior to Ministerial approval. 
The Growth Plan gives significant power to an entirely new level of government with 
primarily urban interests to control development in rural Alberta.  
 
WHEREAS the Regional Growth Plan directs growth primarily to urban municipalities 
and restricts rural growth except in limited areas under the supervision of urban 
neighbours and the oversight of the Calgary Metropolitan Region Board; and 
 
WHEREAS the majority of growth can freely occur in the urban municipalities with 
limited Board oversight; and 
 
WHEREAS the Regional Growth Plan places significant limits on opportunities for rural 
municipalities to create new employment areas to support municipal sustainability, 
economic activity, and jobs for Albertans; and 
 
WHEREAS the Regional Growth Plan impacts the agriculture industry by removing the 
rural municipalities’ authority to create the tax base to fund infrastructure required by 
that industry; and 
 
WHEREAS the Regional Growth Plan prevents rural municipalities from implementing 
best planning practices in order to modernize existing ASPs and to plan economically 
viable cluster residential development; and 
 
WHEREAS the Regional Growth Plan and the provisions therein significantly increase 
red tape and expenses for municipalities, which is contrary to the Provincial mandate; 
and 
 
WHEREAS the Regional Growth Plan fails to speak to the need to restrict expansion of 
urban boundaries; and 
 



WHEREAS the Regional Growth Plan fails to respect the consensus-based approach 
and mandate to sustain economic growth outlined in the Calgary Metropolitan Region 
Board Regulation; and 
 
WHEREAS the effective date for approved plans to come into alignment with the growth 
plan will jeopardize plans adopted under the Interim Growth Plan;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Foothills County Council direct the 
County’s representative to the Calgary Metropolitan Region Board, Reeve Oel, to vote 
against the approval of the Regional Growth Plan. 
 
 
CALGARY METROPOLITAN REGION BOARD – REGIONAL SERVICING PLAN  
 
Foothills Council has reviewed the Regional Servicing Plan as proposed by the CRMB 
consultants.  
 
Whereas Foothills County has completed most of the work identified in the Servicing 
Plan in Shared Servicing Agreements already executed with adjacent urban 
municipalities; and 
 
Whereas the draft servicing plan requires that Foothills provides staff and financial 
resources towards services that are not utilized by residents of Foothills County; and 
 
Whereas the voting structure does not allow for fair and equal representation of 
Foothills County at the Calgary Regional Board.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT that Foothills County Council direct the 
County’s representative to the Calgary Metropolitan Region Board, Reeve Oel, to vote 
against the approval of the CMRB Regional Servicing Plan. 
 
 
CALGARY METROPOLITAN REGION BOARD – REGIONAL EVALUATION 
FRAMEWORK 
 
Foothills County Council has reviewed the final draft of the Regional Evaluation 
Framework as proposed by the CMRB.  
 
Whereas Foothills County Council remains concerned with the Regional Evaluation 
Framework decisions being made using the supermajority voting structure for political 
reasons rather than based on planning principles.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Foothills County Council direct the 
County’s representative to the Calgary Metropolitan Region Board, Reeve Oel, to vote 
against approval of the Regional Evaluation Framework. 


