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A leisurely drive through the Diamond Valley offers the most stunning scenery, a fusion of
gently sloping foothills and dense vegetation that extend from the majestic Rockies, patchwork
farmland, working ranches and prestigious acreage homes. Amongst the striking landscape,
situated within the Municipal District (M.D.) of Foothills, is a cluster of modest yet vibrant
communities: the Towns of Black Diamond and Turner Valley; the Village of Longview; the
Hamlet of Millarville. Close neighbors in proximity, each of these communities successfully
maintain unique identities through the preservation of their western heritage and traditions by
way of celebrations, rodeos, parades, farmers’ markets and historical restorations. At the same
time, they strive to keep pace with modern times by supporting steady growth, both in
population and business, with a focus on a sustainable future. 

Positioned at the eastern gateway to pristine Kananaskis Country, in southwestern Alberta,
the Diamond Valley is a region that spans along Highway 22, the Cowboy Trail, for a length
of roughly 50 km, from Millarville to Longview, including Bar U Ranch. The Diamond Valley
offers vacationers an abundance of camping, touring and recreation. Fun seeking day-trippers
visit us from all over southwestern Alberta to take in a
variety of activities, from driving tours, river fishing,
tubing, biking, hiking, golf and horseback riding to
shopping, art tours, dining and music. The Diamond
Valley is home to tremendously talented musicians and
artists, unique shops, markets and trendy eateries that
boast some of the best food fare in Alberta. As much
fun as it is to visit, it truly is a fantastic place to live.
The collective vision for the Diamond Valley region is
to embrace and preserve our heritage, rural charm and
country lifestyle, while promoting economic growth
to support the region as a destination for tourism and
business.
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Welcome to the Diamond Valley

TRAVEL FROM DISTANCE TIME

SW Calgary to Millarville
(� � Macleod Trail at Hwy 22X/Hwy 22) 36 km 30 min.

SW Calgary to Millarville
(� Canada Olympic Park/Hwy 1/Hwy 22) 77 km 60 min.

Okotoks to Black Diamond (Hwy 7) 21 km 20 min.

Cochrane to Millarville (Hwy 22) 73 km 56 min.

High River to Longview (#540) 36 km 30 min.

Lethbridge to Longview 195 km 2 hrs.

Banff to Millarville 155 km 1.75 hrs.

Fernie to Longview 201 km 2.5 hrs.

Great Falls, MT to Longview 488 km 5 hrs.

�

��

6 Tourism
12 Regional Attractions
13 Regional Map
14 Lifestyle
20 Business

Publication produced in partnership by
Economic Development boards of Turner
Valley, Black Diamond, Longview and the
M.D. of Foothills (including Millarville).
Regional Map and Attractions provided by
Wolfpack Studios. Article contributions
written by Sheelagh Matthews.

Photo credits: Shannon Fleury (cover); Jim
Nelson; Lloyd Baggenstos; Della Dickie; Barb
Froud; Anchor D Guiding & Outfitting;
Rick Charlton; Millarville Racing and Ag.
Society; Millarville Historical Society;
Glenbow Museum; Municipal archives of
Black Diamond, Turner Valley, Longview and
M.D. of Foothills.

http://www.tncpublishing.com/
http://www.tncpublishing.com/
http://www.tncpublishing.com/


DIAMOND VALLEY

TOURISM ~ LIFESTYLE ~ BUSINESS4



TOURISM ~ LIFESTYLE ~ BUSINESS 5

Diamond Valley Municipalities

MUNICIPAL CONTACT INFORMATION

M.D. of Foothills No. 31 - including the Hamlet of Millarville

P.O. Box 5605, 309 Macleod Trail, High River, Alberta T1V 1M7 
Ph: 403-652-2341: Fax: 403-652-7880 
W: www.mdfoothills.com

Town of Black Diamond

P.O. Box 10, 301 Centre Ave. W, Black Diamond, Alberta T0L 0H0 
Ph: 403-933-4348; Fax: 403-933-5865 
E: info@town.blackdiamond.ab.ca
W: www.town.blackdiamond.ab.ca

Town of Turner Valley

P.O. Box 330, 223 Main St. NE, Turner Valley, Alberta T0L 2A0 
Ph: 403-933-4944; Fax: 403-933-5377 
E: admin@turnervalley.ca
W: www.turnervalley.ca

Village of Longview 

P.O. Box 17, 128 Morrison Rd., Hwy 22, Longview, Alberta T0L 1H0 
Ph: 403-558-3922; Fax: 403-558-3743 
E: info@village.longview.ab.ca
W: www.village.longview.ab.ca

http://www.village.longview.ab.ca/
http://www.turnervalley.ca/
http://www.town.blackdiamond.ab.ca/
http://www.mdfoothills.com/
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Whether you are a resident or a visitor, there’s no lack of interesting
things to experience in the Diamond Valley Region. We’ve got what
it takes to satisfy just about any taste, from robust to reflective, and
from chic to cowboy. 

A day trip along the Cowboy Trail on Highway 22 south of Calgary
will get you acquainted with our area, including the communities of
Turner Valley, Black Diamond, Millarville, Longview, and the farms
and ranches of the Municipal District of Foothills. It is considered
the Heart of the Cowboy Trail for far more reasons than being
centrally located on a map. You’ll find our heritage of ranching and
farming is still going strong as you pass tapestries of fields and herds
of grazing cattle. We live, work, and play in a land where cowboys
and cowgirls still earn their living riding the range.

Our rural roots may run deep, but there’s more to us than a rich
agricultural heritage. We also have a long tradition of arts and culture,
as a pleasant day spent among us will attest.

You might want to spend some quality time on a Saturday shopping,
first in the morning at our famous Millarville Farmers’ Market, where
there are plenty of local producers competing to sell you their
vegetables, fruits, meats, eggs, homemade pies, soups, cabbage rolls,
and other prepared foods. Artisans also set up at this market, where
they display their signature pottery, fabric art, metal art, and other
one-of-a-kind goods for sale. 

Then, head into one of our “Cool Little Towns” for a refreshing break,
where the coffee’s hot and the eatin’s good in our character diners and
cafes, before setting out on your next round of shopping. Don’t forget
a stroll along the Historic Main Street in Black Diamond, where all
the shops and services have old-fashioned false fronts reminiscent of
our heady boomtown days. Pet-friendly cafes and shops, with water
dishes outside for your pooch, make your outing fun for the furry
members of your family, too. Whether you are in the market for
something vintage for your collection, renowned beef jerky or baked

goods, an elegant hand-crafted wedding gift, a pretty bouquet of
flowers, or a reliable harness for your horse, you won’t be disappointed
by what the Diamond Valley Region has to offer.

With the wilds of Kananaskis Country at our doorstep, there are
ample mountains to climb and rivers to cross for the more
adventurous sorts. Wilderness hikes, snowshoe treks, and horseback
rides can take you deep into backcountry, where you can relive what
it was like before the area was settled. Groomed cross-country ski
trails, designed to accommodate beginner to expert skiers, make for a
great day of winter family fun. No matter what the season or outdoor
activity, just be sure to pack a lunch in your knapsack before you head
out, as you’ll want to stay as long as you can in our beautiful
surroundings. Then, at the end of the day, consider stopping by one
of our many great coffee shops or restaurants for a refreshing beverage,
snack, or dinner before heading home.  

Let’s not forget all the great camping around these parts, too.
Kananaskis Country offers unlimited access to wilderness experiences
and features well-serviced campgrounds. We also boast a selection of
municipal campgrounds, each with great natural amenities, from
mountain views to flowing rivers.

Art lovers won’t want to miss the Leighton Art Centre, Gallery and
Museum, just a little east of the Cowboy Trail. This is the former
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home of artist A.C. Leighton and his wife, Barbara. A.C. Leighton
worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway as a commercial artist in the
1920s. His dramatic images of trains and scenes of snow-topped
mountains appeared on CPR posters, having a lot to do with
establishing tourism and settlement in western Canada. Leighton’s
historic studio sits high atop a foothill, overlooking a sweeping, grassy
valley and providing a stunning artist’s view of the Canadian Rockies. 

If your travels take you along Highway 22X from Calgary, you’ll pass
Spruce Meadows, a world-class equestrian centre, and the Ann and
Sandy Cross Conservation Area, a place where you have to book ahead
to go for a hike. A little farther along the Cowboy Trail, perched high
on a hill along Highway 22, sits the Rothney Astrophysical
Observatory, a University of Calgary research facility for the study of
stars. This is a great place to go if you like to watch the night skies, but
check to make sure they are open before you go.

If you point your nose due south down the Cowboy Trail, you’ll
eventually come to the Bar U Ranch. Now a Parks Canada national
historic site, this ranch celebrates a ranching heritage over 125 years
old. While you’re there, enjoy a cup of cowboy coffee and sample some
tasty bannock around a blazing campfire. Or, maybe you’d rather take
a horse-drawn hayride, powered by a team of gleaming, black, gentle
giants known as Percherons. There are all kinds of things to do and see
at the Bar U, and special events are held there throughout the summer. 

Music lovers will find that we take our music seriously here, as the
Diamond Valley Region is home to many musicians and songwriters.
We have attracted the likes of Ian Tyson, David Wilkie, Amos Garrett,
Cindy Church and other acclaimed recording artists in our day, and
we boast some of the best jam sessions, music festivals, and
community concerts around thanks to so much local talent. Watch
for details on local hotel and coffee shop signs for musical gatherings,
too. Or, just follow the beat once you arrive for a surprise musical
interlude to complete your day.

Alberta’s long-awaited gardening season is heralded in by the Victoria
Day long weekend in May. That’s when nurseries in the Diamond
Valley Region throw open their greenhouse doors to throngs of hard-
core and beginner gardeners alike. Trust us, if it can grow here, it can
grow anywhere. Our plants are hardy, having been raised at higher
elevations with cooler temperatures. 

But, gardening isn’t the only reason to come to the Diamond Valley
Region in the summer. We hold summer festivals and community
celebrations at the drop of a cowboy hat, simply because we love
having fun while meeting new people. Rodeos, parades, art fairs, music
festivals and workshops, sidewalk sales, holiday light-up nights, and
family fun runs are just a few of our annual events where we pull out
all the stops, treating all who come to some old-fashioned, western
hospitality. 

Whether your taste is robust, reflective, chic, or cowboy, we guarantee
you’ll have a great time exploring all we have to offer. Indulge in the
endless opportunities in the Diamond Valley Region—a natural place
to be.
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ANNUAL EVENTS
MMAAYY • Bar U Ranch opens

• Millarville 14th Annual Rodeo

JJUUNNEE • Longview Arts Music Tour
• Turner Valley Fun Run
• Diamond Valley Parade & Discovery Days
• Millarville Farmer’s Market opens until Oct.

JJUULLYY • Diamond Valley Canada Day Celebration
• Millarville Running of the Horse Races
• Longview Stampede Rodeo/Little New York Daze
• Marv’s Rock & Roll Classic

AAUUGGUUSSTT • Turner Valley Festival of Arts, Crafts & Music
• Longview Music & Art Festival in the Park
• Priddis & Millarville Fair

SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR • Diamond Valley Community Garage Sale

NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR • Millarville Christmas Market
• Diamond Valley Christmas Country Style

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR • Diamond Valley Christmas Concert
• Black Diamond Oilfields Curling Club Bonspiel
• Turner Valley New Year’s Eve Family Celebration

WEBLINKS
www.town.blackdiamond.ab.ca

www.turnervalley.ca

www.village.longview.ab.ca

www.millarville-ab.com

www.mdfoothills.com

www.coollittletowns.com

www.sheeprivertraveller.com

www.thecowboytrail.com

www.travelalberta.com

Tourism, Parks & Recreation:
www.tpr.alberta.ca

Kananaskis Country:
www.campingalberta.com &
www.kananaskis.com

CAMPING
Foothills Lions Campground
W: town.blackdiamond.ab.ca/camping.cfm
Ph: 403.933.5785

Hells Half Acre Campground
W:  turnervalley.ca/visitors/accommodation
Ph: 403.993.8538

Highwood / Cataract
W: campingalberta.com/highcountry/hwood.html
Ph: 403.558.2373

Hogg Park Campground 
W: mdfoothills.com/hoggpark.htm
Ph: 403.652.6227

Sheep River Valley 
W: kananaskiscountrycampgrounds.com/sheep.html
Ph: 403.939.3132

Tails & Trails Campground 
W: village.longview.ab.ca/camping.html
Ph: 403.850.0256

http://village.longview.ab.ca/camping.html
http://kananaskiscountrycampgrounds.com/sheep.html
http://mdfoothills.com/hoggpark.htm
http://campingalberta.com/highcountry/hwood.html
http://turnervalley.ca/visitors/accommodation
http://town.blackdiamond.ab.ca/camping.cfm
http://www.kananaskis.com/
http://www.campingalberta.com/
http://www.tpr.alberta.ca/
http://www.travelalberta.com/
http://www.thecowboytrail.com/
http://www.sheeprivertraveller.com/
http://www.coollittletowns.com/
http://www.mdfoothills.com/
http://www.millarville-ab.com/
http://www.village.longview.ab.ca/
http://www.turnervalley.ca/
http://www.town.blackdiamond.ab.ca/


“Colourful” is one way of putting it, “hold your breath and hang on
tight” is another. We’re talking about our history, our beginnings, our
roots. Truth be told, our history is largely a result of what lies hidden
beneath the surface of our soils. It all began with the deep roots of
native fescue grasses that once graced our slopes and valley.

Back before roads cut into our wide expanses of land, massive herds
of buffalo thundered across our lands in search of nutrition in winter.
Our native fescue grasses, with their 20-foot long roots protecting the
plants from freezing temperatures, provided exactly what the buffalo
needed. Back then buffalo were the mainstay of Aboriginal existence.
Buffalo skins and meat provided food, clothing, and shelter for our
original nomadic prairie inhabitants. Although those times are now
long gone, the historic significance of our land and what lies
underneath it is not.

Once the Canadian Pacific Railway opened Canada’s west, tourism
and agriculture took hold in a big way. Affluent tourists were attracted
to the magnificence of the Canadian Rockies and the prestigious Banff
Springs Hotel. Settlers were attracted to the prospect of 160 free acres
of land to homestead, and savvy cattle barons from Texas drove their
herds north to our fine grazing lands and mountain-fed rivers. 

Ranchers started arriving in the Diamond Valley Region in the 1870s
and 1880s. The Bar U Ranch, with over 125 years of ranching history,
still exists today as a national historic site located south of Longview.
John Ware, born into an African-American slave family, is credited
with helping create Alberta’s ranching industry. He worked as a
cowboy after the Civil War, bringing the first cattle into Alberta from
Texas before he got hired on at the Bar U. 

Ranching may have been the way of life back in 1887, but agriculture
wasn’t the only way to make a living. While the Turner brothers
ranched in what later became known as Turner’s Valley, and while
Malcolm Millar operated a trading post and post office in what is now
called Millarville, enterprising entrepreneurs ran logs down the Sheep
River for railway ties, and ranchers mined coal outcrops on their land.
An 1880s coal discovery, which led to a commercial coal mine, gave
Black Diamond its start, its prosperity, and its name. Then, an
exciting, new era of prosperity was ushered in for Alberta when

Tourism
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Promising Future

1940 hand-tinted postcard of Centre Avenue, Black Diamond

to a
Historic Trails

Millarville
races in
1954.



Artists, princes and outlaws. All have called the Bar U Ranch
home at various times in the ranch’s colourful history. Famed
western artist Charley Russell; the Prince of Wales, who later
as Edward the Vlll, abdicated the English throne to marry
commoner Wallace Warfield Simpson; and Harry
Longabaugh (better known as the Sundance Kid) were
among the famous and sometimes infamous characters who
graced the ranch’s formidable space at various times.  Today,
visitors from around the world are welcomed and are quickly
immersed in the living history found on the ranch.

For information, phone:  
1-866-773-8888 or 403-395-3044
E-mail - BarU.Info@pc.gc.ca
Websites:  www.parkscanada.gc.ca

www.friendsofthebaru.ca
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ranchers began noticing gas exposures in their fields. The discovery of
oil and gas in the region meant life here would never be the same.

In fact, the Turner Valley oil and gas fields are the reason why Calgary
has so many skyscrapers. Oil and gas discoveries made in 1914, 1924,
and 1936 each set off exciting economic booms in the region. It’s hard
to believe, but roughnecks and gushers had the valley’s population
soaring from 1,000 to 7,000 almost overnight in the mid 1930s.
However, when the inevitable and dreaded busts would follow, many
workers and their families would leave in search of jobs elsewhere.

This boom and bust type of growth was typical of the Turner Valley,
Black Diamond, and Millarville areas during the early and mid 1900s.
Booms ignited population explosions, and with them a flurry of tents
and tar-paper shacks erected by the light of gas flares. The Turner
Valley Gas Plant opened to process natural gas extracted by Dingman
No. 1, the drilling rig that started it all back in 1914. The first
petroleum processing facility west of Ontario, the Turner Valley Gas
Plant turned out to be a long-time employer in the region until 1985.
Today it is a designated provincial historic resource, and serves as an
icon of sustainability now that remediation and environmental
management are taking place on the site. 

During its third, last, and most significant boom, oil production at
the Turner Valley oilfield set national records, especially when it was

fueling World War II. This much-needed prosperity came about in
1936, at the time of the Great Depression, and prompted a natural gas
processing plant to be built on the big hill east of Longview. Not
surprisingly, workers flocked to the area for jobs. Crowded settlements
of tar-paper shacks, tents, and ramshackle houses sprang up almost
overnight in the Longview area to house some 2,500 residents. These
unsophisticated settlements were given refined nicknames, like “Little
New York,” (named for its population density, and now known as
Longview), “Little Chicago,” (a since abandoned company town once
known as Royalties), and “Little Philadelphia” (a promoter’s name for
yet another makeshift settlement). 

It seems that the history books always include stories about great fires,
and we’ve sure had our fair share of burning bonanzas. Our first great
fire, dubbed Hell’s Half Acre, was due to a well that wild within a
week of striking a rich deposit of natural gas. This strike not only
ignited our region’s second boom, it also set off a fire so huge that it
could be seen all the way to Calgary. 

Our second great fire involved the burning of most of Black
Diamond’s downtown in 1949. Several burnt-down commercial
buildings were replaced by boom-time structures no longer needed in
the post-boom Longview area. If you were to walk Black Diamond’s
historic Main Street, you’ll notice a rather haphazard arrangement of
buildings moved in and plunked down from Little Chicago. 

Whether boom time or not, our colourful history is one we are proud
to hold bragging rights to. Come out and discover the many remnants
of our exciting and rich history for yourself.

Wells in Turner Valley, 1914.

Where Ranching History Comes Alive!

Little Chicago.

http://www.friendsofthebaru.com/
http://www.parkscanada.gc.ca/
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Regional Map
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Natural Place

Land has a way of shaping us. Out here sweeping grasslands, rolling
hills, and gentle valleys sit in contrast to the towering, rugged Rockies
to the west. These physical characteristics have left their mark, creating
caring communities of strong, friendly, and
innovative people. Picturesque landscapes,
country charm, and small town values—
together these make our Diamond Valley
Region a natural place to be.

People know each other by name here, but
don’t be surprised if we know your pets’ names,
too. All living things are important and have
their place in these parts. That’s why we keep
track of the comings and goings of deer, elk,
and moose. We know when the foxes are likely
to den, are familiar with the stands of trees
where eagles roost, and we watch the river as it
swells in spring. With the environment so
important to us we take our land stewardship
responsibilities seriously. We appreciate trees,
we love to garden—including community
gardening, and we fill our recycling bins on a
regular basis. We are great at volunteering for
community cleanups, water is as important to
us as land, and we like our air “mountain
fresh.”

Life is uncomplicated here, yet with Calgary close by we can get all the
complicated we want in a choice of scenic drives only half an hour or
so away. An international airport, deep forests, and majestic
mountains are all within an easy hour’s reach, and shopping
convenience takes on a whole new meaning when you don’t have to

compete for a parking spot. Plus, there’s nothing like fresh vegetables
purchased from a renowned local farmer’s market to make your dinner
a healthy, taste sensation. Serving a regional population upwards of

6,000, we also have banks, grocers, general stores,
galleries, day spas, salons, specialty shops, and
eateries, all providing great value for everyday
and special occasion needs.

There is room to breathe and grow here in the
Diamond Valley Region. Our deep agricultural
roots give us stability while our boom and bust
oil and gas heritage gives us a hook to hang our
dreams on. We are open-minded and innovative,
and we open our doors wide to entrepreneurs
who value sustainability. Schools, which attract
award-winning teachers, prepare our youth for
colleges, universities, skilled trades, and other
jobs. A full-service library brings the world to our
doorstep through books, videoconferences,
movies, documentaries, and other relevant
programming. Our communities are wired for
connectivity, and Internet access provides
fingertip access to knowledge as well as the
capability to instantly communicate with others
around the world. Housing is affordable, at least

by big-city standards, and we have all kinds of community support
services to give you a leg up when you’re down. With seniors’ centres,
a seniors’ lodge, and clubs for active children and engaged adults,
there’s simply no excuse for not getting out and spending time with
old friends or meeting new people in the Diamond Valley Region.

As our many recreational facilities will attest, we are a pleasure-loving
lot. We boast world-class golf courses with spectacular mountain
views, a busy curling club, and rinks for figure skating, hockey,
lacrosse, and more. A dip in the outdoor swimming pool will cool off
the kids on a hot summer’s day, as will a float down the river in an old
tire tube. Parks, playgrounds, campgrounds, great walking and biking

A

to Be
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trails, skateboard parks, soccer fields, and
baseball diamonds keep the people in our
communities active and outdoors. The
Friendship Trail, connecting the towns of
Black Diamond and Turner Valley, is popular
with those preferring a leisurely walk, brisk
jog, or energetic cycle. For more serious
athletes and fitness buffs, fitness centre
trainers will help you get and stay in the
shape you want.

Even dogs get their day in the Diamond
Valley Region. Our furry friends can run and play in an off-leash
natural area if you don’t already have access to a few acres of your own.
And if you do, you might find that training for local rodeo events and
children joining 4H are just everyday ways of life down on the ranch.
For those looking for horse heaven, look no more. You’re in the some
of the best horse country around when you’re in our midst. We’ve got
magnificent facilities, tack, and outdoor expanses able to
accommodate riders at all levels and styles, from casual to competitive,
and from English to Western.  

Thrill and adventure seekers won’t have to look much farther than the
mountains and recreation areas to the west in Kananaskis Country.
For those who prefer less rigorous activities we’ve got lots to offer, from
community parades and festivals to rodeos and agricultural fairs. Our
great Canada Day celebrations include old-time horse racing at the
Millarville track, all day family activities, and a fantastic fireworks
display. For the winter holidays we hold sugar plum-filled light-up
nights to welcome Santa, a big event for any child or child at heart. 

Maybe it’s because we have room for big ideas in our verdant green
valleys and wind-swept hills, but, whatever the reason, artists of all
kinds seem to make their way here. Sculptors, painters, glass blowers,
writers, potters, weavers, and more, from amateur to professional, all
call this place home. The work of our talented artists can be found
around the world as well as in our local shops. 

The Diamond Valley Region is definitely the place to be if you are a
music lover. Performances take place wherever we can squeeze in an
audience, and venues can vary widely. Living rooms, coffee shops,
community halls, high school gyms, parks, and local watering holes all
like to get into the act. Community concerts, put on by our local
Beneath the Arch Association, bring classical, folk, roots, and blues
from around the world to a cozy community hall. There are not many
places where you can go to a big-name concert and catch up with
family, friends, and neighbours during the intermission, but you can
do exactly that right here. Plus, our incredible local talent is showcased

every weekend at one of our many drop-in
jam sessions. Annual community Christmas
concerts benefit needy organizations as well
as audiences, for the music around here is
definitely good for the soul.

We are fortunate to have churches of various
denominations in the area to welcome their
congregations. If you are looking for a
spiritual boost, you might consider joining a
church choir, yoga class, or hiking group.
Whether you are in a sacred building or a

cathedral of trees, the divine is never far away when you live in country
like this. 

Seniors living here appreciate the good reputation our communities
have for safety and security, for kind-hearted neighbourliness, and for
great medical services, including a hospital and a clinic. Chiropractors,
massage therapists, pharmacists, alternative health practitioners, and
spa estheticians complete our community wellness capabilities. Those
living in town often find they can get to the post office, shops, and
doctors without having to drive, giving many seniors a more
independent lifestyle than city living might offer.  

No matter what your circumstances—whether you are a young family
looking for great schools and sports teams, a professional wanting to
work out of a character home, a retired school teacher, a modern
teleworker, or a hardworking rancher—the Diamond Valley Region
has an enviable lifestyle to offer you. 

But, why take our word for it? Come and see for yourself. We think
you’ll find it a natural place to be, too.
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As an Alberta Historic Resource, The Leighton Museum offers:

• Childens’ Art and Nature Programs
• A Museum and Art Gallery
• Public Programming  

The Leighton Centre has the unique opportunity to bring together
the Alberta curriculum while offering art and environmental
education in combination with Alberta and local history. 

For more information, visit www.leightoncentre.org

Beneath the Arch Concert Series presents world-class music!

Beneath the Arch presents one classical music concert each season, in
addition to blues, folk, World beat and more. The U Calgary String
Quartet played for an appreciative Diamond Valley audience in
January 2010.  Inset: Miranda Sage and her jazz trio from Vancouver
performed at Beneath the Arch in March 2010.

For more than 20 seasons, Beneath the Arch Concert Series has
presented a variety of artists from comedians to internationally
acclaimed, award-winning musicians. Juno and Grammy award
winners have graced the stage, so have local performers who sing songs
and tell stories that resonate with our community of ranchers, oilfield
workers, families trying to make a good life for their kids. 

For more information, visit www.beneaththearch.org.

Leighton

Beneath
ArchThe

Art Centre

http://www.beneaththearch.org/
http://www.leightoncentre.org/
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

The Diamond Valley region is blessed with
highly regarded health facilities and services,
such as: 

OILFIELDS HOSPITAL & HEALTH UNIT
24 hour emergency services, public care,
home care and mental health care.

FOOTHILLS FAMILY MEDICAL CENTRE
Staffs nine doctors and is an expanding
practice, continually adding new services to
provide excellent care. 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT
SERVICES (FCSS) 
A municipal and government funded service
providing support programs for children,
families and seniors.

SENIOR HEALTH SERVICES
Home care, Meals on Wheels, Wheels to
Meals, and access to many other regional
services.

SHEEP RIVER CENTER
● Chiropractors, massage therapists
● Optometrists
● Fitness gym

Within our communities are choices in public
and private health care facilities and
practitioners, offering everything from
medical, alternative and holistic treatments to
all types of counseling. Also available are
choices of pharmacies, dental and eye care
services and fitness options for the optimum
balance in health care for all ages.

EDUCATION

Diamond Valley residents have access to
the following facilities and programs:

PUBLIC EDUCATION

Foothills School Division
www.fsd38.ab.ca

● Longview School: ECS – 6
● Stampede Ranch School: Special Ed 
● Millarville Community School: K – 8
● Turner Valley School: K – 6
● C. Ian McLaren School: K – 6
● Oilfields High School: 7 – 12
● Foothills Composite/Alberta High 
School of  Fine Arts: 10 – 12

● Education Plus – Diamond Valley 
Campus: Outreach: 10-12; Home 
School: 1-12

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

Christ The Redeemer - Okotoks
www.redeemer.ab.ca

● Good Shepherd: K – 6
● St. Mary’s: K – 6
● John Paul II Collegiate: 7 – 9
● Holy Trinity Academy: 10 – 12
● St. Luke’s Outreach Centre: 10 – 12
● St. Paul’s Academy: Online Summer 

School

PRIVATE EDUCATION

Edison School: K – 12
www.edisonschool.ca
Strathcona Tweedsmuir: K – 12
www.sts.ab.ca

There are several options for home
schooling and adult learning programs.
More information can be found on our
municipal websites (see page 5). 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

“Community” is a big word in the Diamond
Valley and our citizens and businesses are
exemplary at contributing as organizers,
sponsors and volunteers to making this region
a safe, healthy and fabulous place to live. We
possess a long list of youth, adult and senior
organizations, clubs and interest groups to
join or volunteer with. To name a few:

Block Parent Program
Healthy Moms/Healthy Babies
Oilfields Food Bank
Meals on Wheels
Diamond Valley Chamber of Commerce
Diamond Valley Community Centre 78 Soc
Diamond Valley Parade Committee
Foothills Lions Club
Friends of the Dr. Lander Pool
Knights of Columbus
Oilfields Sports Association
Oilfields Curling Club
Foothills Figure Skating Club
High Country Minor Hockey Association
Royal Canadian Legion
Scouts Canada 1st Oilfields Group
Diamond Valley Boys & Girls Club
Diamond Valley Girl Guides
Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corp
Turner Valley Gymnastics
Beneath the Arch – Concert series
Oilfields Camera Club
Sheep Creek Arts Council
Sheep River Library
Longview Marigold Library
Valley Neighbors Club
Oilfields Historical Society
Millarville Historical Society

PLACES OF WORSHIP 
Within the Diamond Valley region, you will find
almost every religious denomination and a
church to support each of them. 

http://www.sts.ab.ca/
http://www.edisonschool.ca/
http://www.redeemer.ab.ca/
http://www.fsd38.ab.ca/
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HOUSING & REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE OFFICES

MaxWell Town and Country Realty
www.maxwelltown-country.ca

RE/MAX
www.remax.ca

Royal LePage Foothills
rlfoothills.com

Style Realty
Ph: 403.933.3665

SENIORS' HOUSING

High Country Lodge / Glen-Mead Park / Valley
Villa / Sheep River House
707 Government Road S.
Ph: 403.933.4028

High Country Lodge / Foothills Foundation /
Community Housing
Central Administration
833 - 9 Street SW, High River
Ph: 403.652.8600

HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS

Everwood Estates
www.everwoodestates.com

Mountainview Manor Condominiums
Ken Placsko Realty LTD.
Ph: 403.938.4462
Cell: 403.771.8660

Riverwood
lifestylehomes.ca
Ph: 403.933.2503

Seclusion Valley Estates
SeclusionValleyEstates.com

HOME DESIGNERS

Abode Design
Ph: 403.606.2975

HOME BUILDERS / DEVELOPERS

Blue Rock Homes
Ph: 403.933.4663
www.bluerockhomes.ca

Canadian Timber Products
Ph: 403.519.0104

Cornerstone Homes
www.cornerstonehomes.biz
Ph: 403.560.5823

Denali Homes Ltd.
Ph: 403.869.7043

Gary J. Martin Contracting
Ph: 403.933.4287

Lifestyle Homes Inc.
lifestylehomes.ca
Ph: 403.933.2503

Sheep River Homes
Ph: 403.333.9315

Southview Homes
www.mysouthviewhomes.com
Ph: 403.933.4774

Sun Brand Homes
Ph: 403.933.3735 or 1.888.933.3735

Woodmaster Homes Ltd.
www.woodmasterhomes.ca
Ph: 403.933.4828

Thinking of moving to the Diamond Valley Region? We offer a wide selection
and outstanding value in housing choices, including ready-to-build lots,
newly constructed homes in subdivisions, condos, starter homes and older,
established properties. The cost of a typical single family home in the area
ranges from $150,000 to $350,000.

Rental properties are also available and seniors' housing includes self-
contained units. Each unique neighbourhood amongst Diamond Valley
communities offers its residents safe and comfortable surroundings and are all
located 15 minutes or less to quality health, recreation and daily needs services
and amenities. This is an ideal region for families. Below is a directory to
assist you in finding 'Home Sweet Home'. 

http://www.woodmasterhomes.ca/
http://www.mysouthviewhomes.com/
http://www.lifestylehomes.ca/
http://www.cornerstonehomes.biz/
http://www.bluerockhomes.ca/
http://SeclusionValleyEstates.com/
http://www.lifestylehomes.ca/
http://www.everwoodestates.com/
http://www.rlfoothills.com/
http://www.remax.ca/
http://www.maxwelltown-country.ca/
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SUSTAINABILITY AND BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES
The Diamond Valley Region supports a forward-thinking economic
development philosophy, one embracing the idea that people and
industry can co-exist in harmony with the environment. Considering
all the natural and social assets of the region, it makes sense to us to
pursue and encourage environmentally friendly economic
development.

Already the Diamond Valley Region boasts a wide range of existing
businesses, from ranching and farming operations putting food on
our tables, to wilderness guides and outfitters who make time spent
here mighty exciting. Our area is home to many long-standing
commercial, light-industrial, and home-based businesses, from gas
stations and mechanics’ shops to artists’ studios and workshops.
Retailers and restaurants are constantly sprouting up, providing an
eclectic mix of shopping and dining options. You can find formally
trained professionals as well as all types of skilled tradespersons in the
Diamond Valley Region, too. Our personal services sector helps us
look and feel great, and includes wellness practitioners, fitness trainers,
hair stylists, spa estheticians, and others involved in alternative and
holistic approaches to health and wellness. These practitioners
complement our already well-established regional hospital, teaching

clinic, and other provincial health services. In other words, we have all
the supports a vibrant group of communities could need.

As we move to a more sustainable lifestyle in the Diamond Valley
Region, we are actively seeking low-impact businesses to create jobs
and build wealth in our communities. Food producers who are
shifting to organic and natural products, professionals and consultants
who work from their homes, and teleworkers who arrive at the office
via the Internet highway are three great examples of sustainable
business models.

Each municipal office has its own Economic Development
department (as listed on page 5) ready to assist.  The municpalities,
the Diamond Valley Chamber of Commerce and a wide range of
locally available business development services and resources support
the growth and prosperity of new and existing businesses in the
Diamond Valley Region. For your convenience, a listing of our many
and varied business support resources can be found below.

LOCAL 

BizPal
W: bizpal.alberta.ca
A one-stop resource for municipal permits.

Diamond Valley Chamber of Commerce
W: diamondvalleychamber.com
Phone: 403.390.7423

Community Futures Highwood
W: cfhighwood.net
Phone: 403.995.4151
Provides funding assistance, business
advisory services, market analysis and
research, assistance with business plans, as
well as provides youth services and a library of
resource materials for entrepreneurs and small
businesses 

McBride Career Group Inc.
Career & Employment Centre
W: mcbridecareergroup.com
Ph: 403.995.4377

REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL

Calgary Regional Partnership
W: calgaryregion.ca
A resource for business and investment in the
Calgary area that includes the Diamond Valley
region.

The Business Link
W: canadabusiness.ab.ca
A resource website offering a wealth of
information and tools for entrepreneurs and
small businesses. 

Canada Business
W: canadabusiness.ca/eng
Toll Free: 1.800.272.9675
Information and advice on everything from
start-up, incorporation, financing and loan
programs, to product sourcing, government
and private sector programs and services.

Export Development Canada
W: edc.ca
Phone: 403.537.9800
Assists with global export and facilitates
international trade.

Western Economic Diversification Canada
W: wd.gc.ca/eng/39.asp
Works to strengthen business development
and entrepreneurship, and community
economic development. Also provides support
for international commerce.

Government of Alberta Employment and
Immigration
W: employment.alberta.ca/CES/2957.html
Employer workshops, wage and salary
information, and workplace safety information
and more.

Travel Alberta
W: industry.travelalberta.com/en/Pages/default.aspx
Phone: 403.297.2700
Provides tourism businesses with services and
workshops for marketing initiatives and
resources. 

Government of Alberta Tourism, Parks and
Recreation
W: trp.alberta.ca/tourism/default.aspx
Phone: 780.422.1362
Provides assistance and services in starting
and running a tourism business.

FEDERAL 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada
W: tradecommissioner.gc.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.267.8376
Provides access to market potential, assisting
with a search for qualified clients and problem
solving. 

Business Development Bank of Canada
W: bdc.ca/en/branches/alberta/default.html
Provides financial services, investment
banking, management services, and
counseling services. 

Agriculture Financial Services Corporation
W: afsc.ca/Default.aspx?cid=6-68
AFSC provides loans, crop insurance and farm
income disaster assistance.

http://afsc.ca/Default.aspx?cid=6-68
http://bdc.ca/en/branches/alberta/default.html/
http://tradecommissioner.gc.ca/
http://www.tpr.alberta.ca/
http://www.travelalberta.com/
http://employment.alberta.ca/CES/2957.html
http://wd.gc.ca/eng/39.asp
http://www.edc.ca/
http://www.canadabusiness.ca/eng/
http://canadabusiness.ab.ca/
http://www.calgaryregion.ca/
http://www.mcbridecareergroup.com/
http://www.cfhighwood.net/
http://www.diamondvalleychamber.com/
http://bizpal.alberta.ca/
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A REGION OF DISTINCTION…

The Diamond Valley Region thrives
within the larger Alberta Foothills
Region, whose business advantages
include:

● No Business Tax Surcharge
● Competitive tax and utility rates
● Location, Location, Location
● Lifestyle Edge
● Quality of Investment

For access to:

Individual community profiles

More about the business
advantages of the Diamond Valley
and Alberta Foothills Region
communities

Business Investment Site Selection
Guide of the Alberta Foothills Region
PDF download 

GO ONLINE:
www.albertafoothills.ca

ROAD ACCESS
- Highway 22 “The Cowboy Trail”
The Diamond Valley Region sits at the heart of
this scenic route, through western Alberta’s
foothills, that links north-south corridors from
northern Alberta, crossing Highway 1 –
TransCanada, to Waterton Lakes National Park, the
USA, Crowsnest and southern BC.
- Highway 1 – TransCanada  
links east-west corridors, through Banff and Lake
Louise, and coast to coast across Canada
- Highway 2 – CanaMex Corridor 
links north-south corridors from northern Alberta,

through Edmonton, Red Deer, Calgary and the
USA, to Mexico.
- Highway 7
a well maintained east-west link between Highway
22 and Highway 2.

COURIER
Full courier services accessible

AIR
-Calgary International Airport
45-60 minutes northeast of Diamond Valley
-Okotoks & High River Regional Airports 
3000 ft. lit runways for light aircraft, 20-45 minutes
east of Diamond Valley

RAIL
Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR)
mainline/spur access in Okotoks and M.D. of
Foothills/Aldersyde industrial corridor, 20-35
minutes east of Diamond Valley

BUS
-Greyhound 
Okotoks Depot 20-35 minutes away
-Commuter Bus Service
From Turner Valley and Black Diamond to
downtown Calgary

INTERNET
High speed internet commonly available

CONNECTIVITY

For further assistance with Business Investment Site Selection, talk to an Economic
Development professional at any of the Municipalities on page 5.

“OUR INVESTMENT TARGETS REFLECT
THE COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE, VALUES,
AND ASPIRATIONS, OF THE FOOTHILLS

REGION.”

● Agriculture Value Added/Processing
● Alternative Energy
● Tourism
● Information Technology Products/Services
● Environmental Products/Services

T
A
R
G
E
T
S

Where
BUSINESS & LIFESTYLE

Meet

http://www.albertafoothills.ca/


turnervalleylife.com

A 2 acre parcel of land zoned highway 
commercial is available for immediate 

building. For more information, call: 
(403) 933-5115

Dunham Court is a quaint 
cul-de-sac located in the 
northwest quadrant of 
Turner Valley overlooking 
rolling foothills. 

These twelve lots average 
44 feet wide and over 100 
feet in depth. This prime 
location will offer residents 
convenient access to parks, 
schools and Main Street.

turnervalleylife.com Call: (403) 933-5115

Ideal location for a gas
station, convenience
or grocery store.

To Calgary 

To Black Diamond
& Okotoks
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